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AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION 

P.  □.  BOX  1698 

HELENA,  MONTANA 

59601 

September  1,  1968 


The  Honorable  Tim  Babcock 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Montana 
State  Capitol  Building 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Governor  Babcock: 

In  accordance  with  Section  1-202  of  the  State  Aeronautical  Regulatory- 
Act,  R.  C.  M. , 47,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  submit  herewith  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  for  the  period 
July  1,  1967,  to  June  30,  1968. 

A detailed  and  itemized  statement  of  all  revenue  and  of  all  expenditures 
made  in  behalf  of  the  Aeronautics  Commission  is  included. 

Also,  included  herewith  is  a report  on  the  status  of  the  loan  fund  as  it 
applies  to  the  Airport  Development  Program.  The  Operational  Report 
for  the  Yellowstone  Airport  for  the  1968  season  is  also  reflected  in  this 
report. 

Respectfully, 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/report1968mont_0 
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COMMISSION  MEMBERS 


Seated  Lt.  to  Rt.  E.B.  “Ted”  Cogswell,  Jack  R.  Hughes,  Clarence  R.  Anthony.  Stand- 
ing Lt.  to  Rt.  Robert  H.  Howe,  Carl  W.  “Bill”  Bell,  Walter  Hope,  and  Gordon  R.  Hick- 
man. 


Name 


Term 


Representation 


E.  B.  “Ted”  Cogswell,  Chairman 1965-1969 

Clarence  R.  Anthony,  Vice  Chairman 1967-1971 

Robert  H.  Howe,  Secretary 1966-1969 

Jack  R.  Hughes 1967-1971 

Carl  W.  “Bill”  Bell 1965-1969 

Gordon  R.  Hickman 1965-1969 

Walter  Hope 1965-1969 


Montana  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Aviation  Education 
Interstate  Commercial  Airlines 
General  Aviation  Operators 
Montana  Pilots’  Association 
Municipal  League 
County  Commissioners 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  created  by  Legislative  Act  of  1945,  has  been  in  continuous  existence 
since  that  date,  and  is  currently  authorized  under  R.C.M.  1947,  Title  I,  Chapter  1 through  8,  Section  1-101  through 
1-828. 

Commission  members  are  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  four-year  terms  and  until  their  successors  are  appoint- 
ed and  qualified  and  without  compensation  except  as  specified  by  law.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  the  members 
of  said  commission  from  specific  segments  of  government,  industry  and  associations  as  specified  in  Section  1-201. 


1-204  GENERAL  POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  COMMISSION 

The  Commission  shall  have  the  general  supervision  over  aeronautics  within  the  state.  It  is  empowered  and  direc- 
ted to  encourage,  foster  and  assist  in  the  development  of  aeronautics  in  the  state  and  to  encourage  the  establishment 
of  airports  and  other  air  navigation  facilities.  It  shall  cooperate  with  and  assist  the  federal  government,  the  political 
subdivisions  of  the  state  and  others  engaged  in  aeronautics  or  the  promotion  of  aeronautics  and  shall  seek  to  coordi- 
nate the  aeronautical  activities  of  these  bodies.  It  may  perform  such  acts,  issue  and  amend  such  orders  and  make, 
promulgate  and  amend  such  reasonable  general  or  special  rules,  regulations  and  procedures  and  establish  such 
minimum  standards  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  it  shall  deem  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  to  perform  its  duties  hereunder  .... 
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MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION 

MEMBERS 

1945  through  FY  1968 


MEMBER 

Dr.  H.  Chatland,  Missoula 
Fritz  Norby,  Great  Falls 
Wm.  G.  Ferguson,  Helena 

Dr.  Herbert  Hayward,  Hamilton 
Nels  C.  Briggs,  Glasgow 
H.L.  Cummings,  Billings 
R.J.  Hilger,  Glendive 
Dr.  A.J.M.  Johnson,  Bozeman 
Robert  R.  Johnson,  Missoula 
Stanley  Nees,  Poplar 
Dr.  H.L.  Casebeer,  Butte 
Harry  Soderberg,  Havre 
Alfred  F.  Klingler,  Shelby 
Mac  Johnson,  Cut  Bank 
Charles  Lynch,  Belgrade  and 
Billings 

W.A.  Carson,  Helena 

Gordon  Sands,  Havre 
E.B.  Cogswell,  Great  Falls 

H.M.  Henrickson,  Charlo 
Harold  DeSilva,  Plentywood 
William  J.  Erickson,  Libby 
Clarence  Anthony,  Helena 
Carl  W.  Bell,  Glasgow 
Herb  Jungemann,  Billings 
Gordon  R.  Hickman,  Harlowton 
Walter  Hope,  Big  Horn 
Al  Newby,  Belgrade 
Jack  R.  Hughes,  Missoula 
Peter  H.  Black,  Billings 
Robert  Howe,  Billings 


REPRESENTING 

Aviation  Education 
Municipal  League 
State  Chamber  of 
Commerce 
Montana  Pilots  Assn. 

County  Commissioners  Assn. 
Commercial  Airlines 
Flight  Operators 
Aviation  Education 
Flight  Operators 
County  Commissioners  Assn. 
Montana  Pilots  Assn. 
Municipal  League 
Municipal  League 
Aviation  Education 

Flight  Operators 
State  Chamber  of 
Commerce 
Montana  Pilots  Assn. 

State  Chamber  of 
Commerce 

County  Commissioners  Assn. 
Montana  Pilots  Assn. 
Aviation  Education 
Aviation  Education 
Montana  Pilots  Assn. 
Commercial  Airlines 
Municipal  League 
County  Commissioners  Assn. 
Flight  Operators 
Flight  Operators 
Commercial  Airlines 
Commercial  Airlines 


TERM 

YEARS 

July  1945-July  1946 

1 

July  1945-July  1949 

4 

July  1945-April  1952 

7 

July  1945-July  1949 

4 

July  1945-July  1949 

4 

July  1945-July  1961 

16 

July  1945-July  1947 

2 

July  1946-July  1951 

5 

July  1947-July  1951 

4 

July  1949-Dec.  1956 

IVi 

July  1949-July  1953 

4 

July  1949-July  1950 

1 

July  1950-July  1961 

11 

July  1951-Oct.  1957 

6V4 

July  1951-Nov.  1961 

10V2 

July  1952-July  1955 

3 

July  1953-July  1957 
July  1956-Serving 

4 

April  1957-July  1961 

4 

July  1957-July  1961 

4 

Oct.  1957-July  1959 
July  1959-Serving 
July  1961-Serving 

1% 

July  1961-Dec.  1965 
July  1961-Serving 
July  1961-Serving 

4V2 

Dec.  1961-July  1963 
July  1963-Serving 

IV2 

Mar.  1966-Oct.  1967 
Oct.  1967-Serving 

IV2 
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ADMINISTRATION 


CHARLES  A.  LYNCH,  Director 


STAFF 

HENRY  LOBLE,  Commission  Counsel 

WILLIAM  STERNHAGEN,  Commission  Attorney 

BETTY  BROSTEN,  Legal  Secretary 
* * * 

RICHARD  BALDWIN,  Chief  Pilot 
* * * 

ISABEL  BRYANT,  Payroll  & Accounting 
* * * 

BERNICE  PEACOCK,  Secretary 
* * * 

FERN  LIPES,  Custodial 
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MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION 
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1-103  DECLARATION  OF  POLICY 


It  is  hereby  declared  that  the  purpose  of  this  act  is  to  further  the  public  interest 
in  aeronautical  progress  by  providing  for  the  protection  and  promotion  of  safety  in 
aeronautics  . . . 

It  may  employ  such  clerical  and  other  employees  and  assistants  as  it  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  its  business  and  shall  fix  their  salaries  . . . 


000**00*0 


As  a member  of  the  National  Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials,  the  policy  of 
the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  includes  in  purpose  “to  foster  aviation  as  an 
industry,  as  a mode  of  transportation  for  persons  and  property,  and  as  an  arm  of  the 
National  Defense;  to  join  with  the  Federal  Government  and  other  groups  in  research, 
development  and  the  advancement  of  aviation;  to  develop  uniform  laws  and  regula- 
tions; and  to  otherwise  encourage  cooperation  and  the  mutual  aid  among  the  several 
states.” 


The  operations  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  are  financed  entirely  by 
aviation  activities  through  a one  cent  per  gallon  license  tax  on  refiners  and  importers 
of  aviation  fuels  and  the  registration  fees  for  pilots  and  aircraft.  No  funds  are  requested 
from  the  General  fund. 

Federal  monies  made  available  to  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  have  been 
solely  for  specific  airport  projects  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program  to  the  var- 
ious larger  communities  in  the  State  of  Montana  and  in  relation  to  the  specific  State 
Airports  of  Lincoln  and  West  Yellowstone.  Sponsor’s  share  of  the  funds  under  the  Fed- 
eral Airport  Aid  Program  for  the  specific  facility  at  West  Yellowstone  were  provided 
by  the  National  Park  Service. 


-8- 


SESSION  LAWS-FORTIETH  LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY 

EXTRAORDINARY  SESSION  HOUSE  BILL  NO.  21 


An  Act  to  Appropriate  Money  to  Certain  State  Agencies  for  the  Biennium  Ending  June  30,  1969.  Be  it  enacted 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 


Section  2.  The  appropriations  contained  in  this  act  are  intended  to  provide  only  necessary  and  ordinary  expend- 
itures for  the  year  for  which  the  appropriations  are  made;  however,  in  cases  of  necessity,  an  appropriation  not 
expended  during  the  first  fiscal  year  may  be  expended  during  the  second  fiscal  year.  Money  appropriated  for  opera- 
tion may  be  transferred  to  capital  with  an  approved  budget  amendment.  It  is  unlawful  to  purchase  supplies  for 
a succeeding  biennium  from  an  appropriation  contained  in  this  act.  Balances  of  any  appropriation  unexpended  at 
the  end  of  the  second  fiscal  year,  except  amounts  encumbered  by  purchase  order,  shall  revert  to  the  funds  from 
which  they  were  appropriated. 

Section  3.  The  following  moneys  are  appropriated  for  the  biennium  ending  June  30,  1969: 


AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION 


FY68 

(1)  From  the  earmarked  revenue  fund,  aeronautics  commission  ac- 


count for  operation  and  capital $326,100 

Personal  Services $177,600 


Salary  for  the  head  of  the  agency  shall  not  exceed  $12,500  per  year 


for  each  year  of  the  biennium. 

(2)  From  the  earmarked  revenue  fund,  aeronautics  commission  ac- 
count for  engineering  grants $ 10,500 

(3)  From  the  earmarked  revenue  fund,  aeronautics  commission  ac- 

count for  state  airport  construction,  maintenance,  and  repair,  as  author- 
ized by  law,  including  state  airport  land  purchases $262,500 


(4)  From  the  earmarked  revenue  fund,  aeronautics  commission  ac- 
count as  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  construction  loans.  Every  munic- 
ipality is  authorized  to  accept,  receive,  receipt  for,  disburse  and  expend 
such  state  moneys  made  available  for  such  state  loans.  All  state  moneys 
accepted  by  a municipality  shall  be  accepted  and  expended  by  such  mu- 
nicipality upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  are  prescribed  by  the  state. 
The  term  ‘municipalities’  as  used  herein  shall  have  the  meaning  given 
to  such  term  by  the  Municipal  Airports  Act  (section  1-808,  R.C.M. 


1947) $390,600 

(5)  From  the  revolving  fund,  aeronautics  commission  account  for 

state  airport  operations,  capital  and  personal  services $ 67 ,900 

(6)  From  federal  grant  clearance  fund,  aeronautics  commission  ac- 
count, all  moneys  appropriated  by  federal  government  for  specific  air- 
port projects. 
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BUDGET  REPORT 

July  1,  1967  through  June  30,  1968 


Total 


Fund  218800 

Budget 

Receipts 

Aviation  Fuel  License  Tax 

. . $650,000.00 

$570,687.26 

Registration  Fees 

3,100.00 

4,548.00 

Radios  & Nav.  Aids 

600.00 

495.08 

Charts  & Directories 

1,000.00 

548.60 

Airport  Aids 

500.00 

132.00 

Books  & Supplies 

100.00 

34.50 

Other  Income 

286.45 

Aviation  History  Books 

24,200.00 

1,097.00 

Air  Carrier  Fees 

300.00 

Sub  Total 

. . $679,500.00 

$578,128.89 

Repayment  of  Loans 

133,437.00 

194,816.45 

Total 

$812,937.00 

$772,945.34 

Fund  724400 

State  Airport  Operations 

Fund  505400 

. . $ 35,000.00 

$ 45,605.54 

Federal  Grant 

$ 38,000.00 

$ 37,615.65 

Total  Receipts 

Balance  in  Funds  218800,  505400,  724400 

$856,166.53 

$220,535.96 

STATEMENT  OF  FUND  CONDITION 

July  1,  1967  through  June  30,  1968 


Cash  on  Deposit  6/1  . . . . 
Encumbered  Funds  6/1  . . 
Receipts  for  June 

Fund 

218800 

. $198,224.76 
. 64,755.06 

. 108,014.08 

Fund 

724400 

$ 2,088.61 
2,450.57 
247.10 

Fund 

505400 

$378.22 

Total 

$200,691.59 

67,205.63 

$108,261.18 

Sub  Total  Cash  6/30  .... 
Transfer 

. $370,993.90 
. - 6,000.00 

$ 4,786.28 
+ 6,000.00 

$378.22 

$376,158.40 

Total  Cash  6/30 

. $364,993.90 

$10,786.28 

$378.22 

$376,158.40 

Deduct  Expenditures: 

Administration 

Safety  & Education  . . 
Airport  Development  . 

. $ 12,030.07 
. 12,829.20 

. 125,247.43 

283.00 

$ 12,030.07 
12,829.20 
125,250.26 

Airport  Operations.  . . 

34.10 

3,994.28 

4,028.38 

Navigation  Aids 

624.69 

859.84 

1,484.53 

Funds  Encumbered  . . 

65,447.27 

1,923.53 

67,370.80 

Total  Deductions 

. $216,212.76 

$ 6,780.48 

$222,993.24 

Unencumbered  Cash  .... 

. $148,781.14 

$ 4,005.80 

$378.22 

$153,165.16 
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EXPENDITURES  BY  APPROPRIATION 


25305 

Engineering  Grants  .... 

Appropriation 
. $ 10,500.00 

To  Date 
Expenditures 

$ 4,300.00 

Balance 
$ 6,200.00 

25307 

Airport  Construction  . . . 

262,500.00 

176,779.55 

85,720.45 

25308 

Construction  Loans  .... 

390,600.00 

334,274.75 

56,325.25 

25310 

Personal  Services 

177,600.00 

155,812.60 

21,787.40 

25311 

Operation  & Capital  . . . 

326,100.00 

254,892.39 

71,207.61 

25312 

W.Y.  Terminal  Bldg. 
Extension 

85,000.00 

85,000.00 

37602 

State  Airport  Personnel 
Serv.,  Op.  & Cap 

67,900.00 

45,005.23 

22,894.77 

505400 

Federal  (not  in  TTL)  . . 

435.22 

57.00 

378.22 

Totals 

■ $1,320,200.00 

$971,064.52 

$349,135.48 

EXPENSES  BY  PROGRAM 


ADMINISTRATION  —Program  I 

Expended 
To  Date 


0001  Salaries  and  Wages $48,722.42 

0002  Employee  Benefits 4,390.99 

0011  Supplies  & Materials 2,585.99 

0011.2  Printing  (special). 960.64 

0012  Communications 3,342.29 

0013  Utilities 1,794.55 

0014  Travel 12,103.57 

0014.6  Aircraft  Operations 880.81 

0015  Contracted  Services 3,523.48 

0015.1  Insurance 10,586.63 

0016  Special  Fees 1,208.80 

0016.1  Transportation  Survey 35,769.60 

0017  Repairs  & Maintenance,  Equipment 1,361.71 

0017.1  Aircraft 9,619.20 

0019  Repairs  & Maintenance,  Buildings 603.27 

0021  Capital  Equipment 4,095.16 

0021.1  Aircraft 5,667.00 

0023  Capital  Land  . . . : 36.00 


Total— Program  I $147,252.11 

SAFETY  & EDUCATION -Program  II 

0101  Salaries  & Wages $ 45,295.00 

0102  Employee  Benefits 4,260.46 

0111  Supplies  & Materials 5,809.17 

0111.3  Search  & Rescue 3,282.49 

0111.6  NL 8,602.71 

0112  Communications.  . 4,987.62 

0112.1  Montana  Pilot’s  Flight  Plan 1,823.40 

0112.2  Search  & Rescue 267.53 

0114  Travel 4,523.39 

0115  Contracted  Services 363.71 

0116.2  Workshops 21,630.54 

0117  Repairs  & Maintenance,  Equipment 873.06 

0121  Capital  Equipment 7,911.70 


Total -Program  II $109,630.78 


-11- 


AIRPORT  DEVELOPMENT-Program  III 


Expended 
To  Date 


0201  Salaries  & Wages $ 48,334.88 

0202  Employee  Benefits 4,182.71 

0211  Supplies  & Materials 1,860.73 

0211.2  Directory 2,719.15 

0211.6  Chart  . 9,742.00 

0212  Communications 2,696.63 

0214  Travel 7;343.97 

0215  Contracted  Services 886.18 

0216  Special  Fees 243.80 

0217  Repairs  & Maint.  Equip 280.25 

0221  Capital  Equipment 833.78 

0223  Capital  Land 176,568.34 

0231.1  Engineering  Grants 4,300.00 

0231.2  Loans 508,000.00 

Total— Program  III $767,992.42 


STATE  AIRPORT  OPERATIONS-Program  IV  Expended 

To  Date 

0301  Salaries  & Wages $11,319.55 

0302  Employee  Benefits 946.00 

0311  Supplies  & Materials 154.73 

0311.7  General  Supplies 1,852.45 

0312  Communications 8.42 

0313.1  Utilities 4,376.83 

0314  Travel 5,000.49 

0315  Contracted  Services 4,834.22 

0315.2  Contracted  Serv.  Airports 3,250.43 

0317  . Repairs  & Maint.  Equip 963.90 

0318  Repairs  & Maint.  Land 5,594.43 

0319  Repairs  & Maint.  Bldgs 596.04 

0321  Capital  Equipment 1,235.67 

0324  Capital  Buildings 1,032.63 


Total— Program  IV $41,165.79 


NAVIGATION  AIDS-Program  V 


Expended 
To  Date 


0401  Salaries  & Wages $ 5,071.00 

0402  Employee  Benefits 487.34 

0411  Supplies  & Materials 631.21 

0412.1  Communications 24.32 

0413  Utilities 1,930.16 

0414  Travel 1,287.24 

0415.1  Contracted  Services 576.76 

0415.2  Beacon  Leases 540.00 

0417.1  Beacon 339.17 

0417.2  R & M Unicom 2,728.11 

0417.3  “H”  Markers 775.85 

0421  Capital  Equipment 16,144.09 


Total— Program  V 


$30,535.25 
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THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS 


EXPENDITURES 


1. 

Engineering  Grants  .... 

$ 4,300 

.39% 

2. 

Aviation  Education  .... 

38,266 

3.50 

3. 

Capital  Equipment  .... 

35,887 

3.27 

4. 

Airport  Operations  .... 

38,897 

3.55 

5. 

Safety  Program 

63,452 

5.79 

6. 

Airport  Administration . . 

78,290 

7.14 

7. 

Capital  Land  & Bldgs.  . . 

177,636 

16.20 

8. 

Administration 

137,453 

12.53 

9. 

Airport  Constr.  Loans  . . 

508,000 

46.32 

10. 

Nav  Aids 

14,391 

1.31 

TOTALS 

$1,096,576 

100.00% 

EXPENDITURES  BY  PROGRAM 


Program  I Administration  Division $ 147,252. 1 1 

Program  II  Safety  & Education  Division 109,630.78 

Program  III  Airport  Division 767,992.42 

Program  IV  Airport  Operations 41,165.79 

Program  V Nav  Aids 30,535.25 


TOTAL $1,096,576.35 


AVIATION  FUEL  LICENSE  TAXES  PAID 
IN  MONTANA 


Year 

Annual 

1962 

$589,140 

1963 

578,383 

1964 

515,676 

1965 

653,440 

1966 

600,803 

1967 

523,280 

1968 

252,579 

Average  per  Month 

$49,095 
48,198 
42,973 
54,453 
50,066 
43,606 
mo.)  42,096 
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AIRCRAFT  OPERATIONS  REPORT 

7-1-67  through  6-30-68 


Maintenance 

Other  Annual  Aircraft  Cost  Per 

AIRCRAFT  Adm  A/C  Div  S&E  Apts  Depts.  Total  Total  Hr.  Average 

Beech  65  318.9  68.6  6.7  6.4  114.9  515.5  3008.5  $21.20 

Cessna  185 38.3  25.1  97.8  119.3  31.2  311.7  2002.0  6.36 

Cessna  206 87.8  37.8  111.8  83.3  79.6  400.3  740.8  3.69 

TOTAL 445.0  131.5  216.3  209.0  225.7  1227.5  5751.3 
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LEGAL  DEPARTMENT 

A.  CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  BOARD  PROCEEDINGS 

It  is  the  statutory  duty  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  to  represent  the  State  of  Montana  in  aeronaut- 
ical matters  before  Federal  agencies.  The  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  a Federal  agency,  has  jurisdiction  over  airline 
service  in  the  United  States.  The  Legal  Department  of  the  Commission  has,  as  one  of  its  principal  activities,  the 
representation  of  the  State  of  Montana  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board.  This  activity  commenced  in  approxi- 
mately the  year  1953  in  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  proceeding  entitled  “WILLISTON  BASIN  AREA  CASE,” 
in  which  airline  service  by  Frontier  Airlines  was  awarded  to  Miles  City,  Glendive,  Sidney,  Wolf  Point,  and  Willis- 
ton,  North  Dakota.  Since  then,  air  carrier  proceedings  in  which  the  state  is  involved  have  become  more  and  more 
numerous  so  that  now,  the  Commission,  on  the  average,  finds  itself  as  a party  to  approximately  five  to  fifteen  diffe- 
rent CAB  proceedings  at  all  times. 

In  addition  to  direct  participation  in  proceedings  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  representing  the  State,  the 
Legal  Department  of  the  Commission  assists  Montana  cities  in  preparation  of  documents,  exhibits  and  briefs  for 
presentation  to  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  as  well  as  in  presentations  of  written  and  oral  testimony  and  argument 
before  the  Board  or  its  Hearing  Examiners.  Many  conferences  are  held  with  representatives  of  airlines  and  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Board,  seeking  to  bring  about  increased  and  better  service  for  Montaoa  communities.  Meetings  are 
regularly  held  with  the  representatives  of  airlioe  communities  of  the  State  of  Montana  with  the  view  of  assisting 
them  in  obtainiog  better  air  carrier  service,  or  io  helping  them  in  presentation  of  matters  before  the  Civil  Aero- 
nautics Board. 

It  is  the  feeling  of  the  Commission  that  Montana  cannot  grow  and  develop  without  adequate  airline  service, 
and  it  appears  that  the  Commission  will,  in  the  foreseeable  future,  be  constantly  and  increasingly  engaged  in  pro- 
ceedings and  activities  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  seeking  either  new  air  carrier  service  or  the  retention 
or  improvement  of  existing  service. 

Some  of  the  proceedings  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  in  which  the  Commission  participated  during  the 
fiscal  year  1967-1968  are  hereinafter  designated  by  CAB  docket  numbers  and  titles,  and  a brief  description  of  these 
activities  is  as  follows: 

Docket  No.  15459,  et  al— Reopened  Pacific  Northwest-Southwest  Service  Investigation: 

This  proceeding  has  been  called  one  of  the  most  important  service  investigations  that  has  ever  been  instituted 
before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board.  It  has  been  referred  to  in  previous  annual  reports  of  the  Legal  Department 
and  has  occupied  a good  deal  of  time  on  the  part  of  the  Commission  and  its  personnel.  The  Commission  is  seeking 
to  establish  single  plane  and  single  carrier  service  between  Montana  and  communities  such  as  Houston,  Dallas,  San 
Antonio,  Albuquerque,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  City,  New  Orleans,  etc.  In  previous  reports  reference  was  made  to  the 
presentations  of  MAC  before  the  CAB  in  support  of  Montana’s  case.  The  record  was  reopened,  and  additional  testi- 
mony was  presented  by  the  MAC  in  September  of  1967  at  the  hearing  in  Salt  Lake  City.  A brief  was  filed  and 
oral  argument  made  before  the  CAB  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  May,  1968.  No  decision  has  been  made  by  the  CAB. 

Docket  No.  19850— Suspension  of  Frontier’s  Service  at  Glendive  and  Sidney: 

In  this  case  Frontier  Airlines  requested  suspension  of  its  service  to  Glendive  and  Sidney,  Montana,  until  those 
cities  are  able  to  build  airports  which  will  handle  the  newer  Convair  580  type  aircraft.  The  Aeronautics  Commission 
participated  in  the  case  by  filing  an  answer.  The  CAB  order  was  issued  authorizing  Frontier  to  suspend  the  service 
until  the  airports  at  the  two  cities  were  improved.  In  the  meantime.  Combs  Airways,  Inc.,  filed  an  application  to 
serve  these  two  cities,  among  others,  and  the  intent  of  both  of  these  proceedings  was  that  Combs  Airways  would 
be  a partial  substitute  for  Frontier  Airlines  at  Glendive  and  Sidney,  and  parallel  Frontier  at  other  eastern  Montana 
cities.  In  this  same  connection  Combs  Airways,  Inc.,  was  granted  a certificate  of  public  convenience  and  necessity 
by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  after  hearing,  and  this  proceeding  is  reported  hereinafter  in  this  annual 
report. 

Docket  No.  19685— Service  to  Salt  Lake  City  Investigation: 

In  this  docket  Frontier  requested  authorization  to  serve  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  from  Salt  Lake  City.  Docket 
No.  19768  became  a part  of  this  case  by  a consolidation  order  of  the  CAB.  No.  19768  also  involves  service  between 
Salt  Lake  City  and  the  San  Francisco  area,  in  addition  to  service  eastward  from  Salt  Lake  to  Chicago,  Washington- 
Baltimore,  and  New  York.  The  Legal  Department  filed  petitions  to  intervene  on  behalf  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission  in  both  of  these  cases.  If  Montana  is  allowed  to  intervene  the  proof  is  expected  to  show  a strong  com- 
munity of  interest  between  Montana  and  California  through  the  use  of  the  air  transportation  survey  and  mastei 
plan,  reported  hereafter  in  this  report. 
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Docket  No.  19862— Service  Between  Denver,  Colorado,  and  San  Diego,  California: 

A petition  to  intervene  has  been  filed  in  this  case  because  of  the  importance  of  Southern  California  cities  to 
Montana  people.  The  evidence  will  show  this  importance  by  Montana  passenger  boardings  destined  for  Southern 
California  cities. 

Docket  No.  19443— Frontier  Route  Extension  Beyond  Missoula  to  Spokane: 

This  docket  involves  the  request  of  Frontier  to  extend  its  Montana  service  beyond  Missoula,  to  Spokane, 
Washington.  A petition  to  intervene  was  filed  on  behalf  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  because  of  the 
interest  of  Montana  people  in  this  service,  and  also  because  the  case  involves  substitution  of  Spokane  in  the  place 
of  Great  Falls  with  reference  to  flights  coming  from  the  South  into  Bozeman  and  Missoula. 

Docket  No.  18799— Denver-Calgary  Service  Case: 

This  involves  the  application  of  Western  Air  Lines  to  serve  Calgary-Denver  nonstop  by  way  of  Great  Falls  and 
Billings.  It  was  felt  that  the  Legal  Department  should  appear  at  the  hearing  set  in  February,  in  Washington,  D.C., 
for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to  prevent  loss  of  service  to  Montana  as  a result  of  the  establishment  of  a nonstop 
route  between  Denver  and  Calgary.  Thus  the  Legal  Department  participated  actively  in  the  case  until  such  time 
as  we  received  information  from  Great  Falls  and  Billings,  the  Montana  cities  affected,  stating  that  they  were  not 
disturbed  over  any  loss  of  service  that  might  occur.  It  was  then  decided  not  to  participate  further  in  this  matter. 

Docket  No.  17876— Salt  Lake  City-Las  Vegas-Southern  California  Service  Case: 

This  case  involved  service  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  Southern  California  which  was  considered  quite  important 
to  Montana  citizens  travelling  to  Southern  California.  The  decision  of  the  CAB  Examiner  was  to  award  authority 
to  Bonanza  to  serve  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  Las  Vegas,  to  San  Diego,  and  to  Southern  California.  The  Montana 
wish  was  that  this  service  would  be  awarded  to  Frontier  Airlines  instead  of  to  Bonanza,  because  of  the  better  con- 
nections between  Montana  and  California  which  would  then  be  available.  However,  after  contacting  Billings,  Great 
Falls,  Missoula,  and  Bozeman,  these  Montana  cities  did  not  appear  to  want  the  Commission  to  request  a review 
of  the  Examiner’s  decision,  and  the  Legal  Department  of  the  Commission  thereupon  terminated  its  participation 
in  this  case. 

Docket  No.  19097— Twin  Cities-Milwaukee  Long-Haul  Investigation: 

This  proceeding  involved  questions  of  service  east  and  west  from  the  Minneapolis-St.  Paul,  Twin  Cities.  It  was 
hoped  that  Billings  and  Great  Falls  could  be  included  in  this  investigation.  However,  the  CAB  ruled  to  the  contrary 
and  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  filed  a petition  for  reconsideration  of  the  question  of  competitive  east- 
west  air  service  to  Billings  and  Great  Falls  since  the  same  had  been  excluded  from  the  scope  of  the  investigation. 
The  CAB  finally  ruled  against  the  inclusion  of  Billings  and  Great  Falls  in  the  investigation  which  is  to  determine 
the  necessity  for  another  carrier  which  will,  in  large  part,  parallel  the  present  route  of  Northwest  Airlines. 


HISTORY  OF  CAB  MATTERS 


THE  LEGAL  DEPARTMENT  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  CASES 
BEFORE  THE  CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  BOARD  FROM  1960  THROUGH  1967 


(All  of  these  cases  went  to  hearing) 

Docket  No.  6293,  et  al— In  the  Matter  of  the  Montana  Local  Service  Case. 

Docket  No.  7697,  et  al— In  the  Matter  of  Service  between  Regina,  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  and  Williston  and/ or 
Minot,  North  Dakota. 

Docket  No.  9999,  et  al—  In  the  Matter  of  the  Renewal  of  Frontier  Airlines,  Inc.,  for  temporary  intermediate 

points. 

Docket  No.  13394,  et  al— Frontier  Airlines,  Inc.,  “Use  It  or  Lose  It”  Investigation. 

Docket  No.  13415,  et  al— West  Coast  Airlines,  Inc.,  “Use  It  or  Lose  It”  Investigation. 

Docket  No.  15459,  et  al— Pacific  Northwest-Southwest  Service  Investigation. 

Docket  No.  16987— Western  Montana  Service  Investigation. 

Docket  No.  17347— West  Yellowstone  Service  Investigation. 

Docket  No.  17875— Service  to  Tucson  Case. 

Docket  No.  17876— In  the  Matter  of  Salt  Lake  City-Las  Vegas-Southern  California  Service  Case. 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  THE  MAC  HAS  PARTICIPATED  BEFORE 
THE  CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  BOARD  BUT  WHICH  DID  NOT  GO  TO  HEARING 

Docket  No.  15966— Frontier  Airlines’  Application  for  exemption  of  authority  to  serve  West  Yellowstone. 

Docket  No.  16377— Western  Air  Lines’  Application  to  change  the  name  of  West  Yellowstone  to  “Yellowstone”. 
Western  in  the  same  proceeding  was  granted  authority  to  suspend  winter-time  operations  in  West  Yellowstone. 

Docket  No.  16431— Frontier’s  Application  to  change  the  name  of  Jackson,  Wyoming,  to  “Jackson-Yellowstone 
National  Park”. 

Docket  No.  16609— Application  of  Northwest  Airlines  to  amend  its  certificate  for  Route  3 to  add  a new  segment 
between  the  terminal  point  Spokane,  Washington,  the  intermediate  point  Boise,  Idaho,  and  the  terminal  point  San 
Francisco-Oakland,  California. 

Docket  No.  16922— Certificate  of  public  convenience  and  necessity  for  Frontier  Airlines  on  Route  73  to  add 
a new  segment  between  Great  Falls  and  Billings,  Montana,  to  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  Lincoln  and  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Docket  No.  16944— Application  of  Frontier  Airlines  for  change  of  service  pattern  for  non-stop  service  between 
Denver,  Colorado,  and  Billings,  Montana;  for  non-stop  service  between  Billings,  Montana,  to  Great  Falls,  Montana, 
and  one-stop  service  between  Denver,  Colorado,  and  Billings,  Montana. 

Docket  No.  17396— For  a change  of  Service  pattern  authorizing  Frontier  to  overfly  Glendive  and  Sidney,  Mon- 
tana, on  one  round-trip  flight  daily. 

Docket  No.  17619— In  the  matter  of  the  investigation  of  service  between  the  Twin  Cities  and  California. 

Docket  No.  17744— In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  Western  Air  Lines  for  a certificate  of  public  convenience 
and  necessity  between  the  co-terminal  points  Seattle /Tacoma,  Washington,  and  Portland,  Oregon,  the  intermediate 
points  Great  Falls  and  Billings,  Montana,  terminal  points  Minneapolis/St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Docket  No.  17746— Western  Air  Lines’  Application  to  institute  a Twin  Cities-Northeast-Pacific  Northwest 
Service  Investigation. 

Docket  No.  17749— Application  of  Frontier  Airlines  for  a new  route  between  Minneapolis/St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
and  Los  Angeles-San  Francisco/Oakland,  California,  via  intermediate  points. 

Docket  No.  18553— Application  of  Frontier  Airlines,  for  temporary  exemption  authority  between  Great  Falls, 
Billings,  Rapid  City,  Omaha,  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Docket  No.  18873— Frontier  Airlines’  Application  to  serve  between  the  terminal  point  Denver,  Colorado,  the 
intermediate  points  Billings  and  Great  Falls,  Montana,  and  the  terminal  point  Calgary,  Canada. 

Docket  No.  18932— Application  of  Alaska  Airlines,  to  serve  Great  Falls  and  East  Glacier,  Montana. 

Docket  No.  18938— Application  of  Frontier  Airlines  for  a change  of  service  pattern  authorizing  Frontier  to 
overfly  Sidney,  Montana,  on  Segment  12  of  Route  73. 

Docket  No.  19360— Continental  Air  Lines’  Application  to  serve  Calgary-Denver.  This  Docket  is  consolidated 
with  Docket  No.  18799  and  Docket  No.  18873. 

B.  OTHER  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  LEGAL  DEPARTMENT 

AIR  TRANSPORTATION  SURVEY  AND  MASTER  PLAN:  The  Commission  has  entered  into  a contract  with 
TAP,  Inc.,  of  Bozeman  for  the  latter  to  perform  a comprehensive  air  transportation  survey  and  master  plan  for 
the  State  of  Montana.  The  survey  and  master  plan  should  be  completed  in  the  fall  of  1968,  and  will  provide  the 
basis  for  action  before  the  CAB  to  increase  and  improve  airline  service  to  Montana  and  its  cities.  Supervision  of 
this  matter  has  been  handled  by  the  Legal  Department  in  cooperation  with  the  Director. 

INTRASTATE  AIR  CARRIER  LEGISLATION:  At  the  request  of  the  Commission  the  1967  Legislature  enac- 
ted laws  permitting  the  Commission  to  regulate  intrastate  air  carrier  activity.  This  legislation  is  forward  looking 
and  provides  legal  authority  which  can  enable  the  formation  of  a comprehensive  intrastate  airline  service  for  Mon- 
tana. 

Three  applications  have  been  brought  before  the  MAC  under  this  legislation.  The  first,  by  Commute  air,  Inc., 
a commuter  airline  of  Spokane,  Washington,  resulted  in  a hearing  and  certificate  of  public  convenience  and  neces- 
sity in  MAC  Docket  No.  1 authorizing  the  applicant  to  engage  in  the  air  carrier  business  in  Western  Montana. 
The  second  application  was  initiated  in  the  spring  of  1968  by  Combs  Airways,  Inc.,  of  Billings,  in  MAC  Docket 
No.  2.  After  hearing,  a certificate  was  issued  authorizing  air  service  to  Miles  City,  Glendive,  Sidney  and  Billings. 
In  MAC  Docket  No.  3 Combs  Airways  applied  for  a certificate  to  operate  between  Billings  and  Lewistown.  The 
hearing  took  place  on  August  22,  1968,  and  a decision  by  the  Hearing  Examiner  is  expected  in  the  near  future. 

Also  under  the  air  carrier  legislation  is  the  application  of  Commute  Air  for  alteration  of  its  rates  between  Libby 
and  Spokane,  and  also  between  Missoula  and  Spokane.  This  is  set  for  hearing  on  September  19,  1968,  in  Libby, 
Montana. 
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ROUTES  OF  THE 
AIRLINE  TRUNK  AIR  CARRIERS 


ROUTES  OF  THE 

AIRLINE  LOCAL  SERVICE  (REGIONAL)  CARRIERS 
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ROUTES  OF  THE 
COMMUTER  CARRIERS 


ROUTES  OF  THE 
AIR  TAXI  AIR  MAIL 
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Lynch  Flying  Service, 
Combe  Airways,  Inc, 


AIR  CARRIER  INSURANCE:  At  the  request  of  the  Commission,  the  1967  Legislature  enacted  a law  permit- 
ting the  Commission  to  require  all  commercial  air  operators  in  this  State  to  carry  liability  insurance  for  the  protec- 
tion of  persons  and  property.  Several  hearings  were  held  to  establish  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Commission 
and  they  were  finalized.  This  provides  insurance  protection  for  passengers  and  freight  in  connection  with  the  activ- 
ities of  commercial  aviation  operators. 

ADDITIONAL  MATTERS:  In  connection  with  the  very  important  function  of  the  Commission  in  making 
loans  to  Montana  communities,  the  Legal  Department  prepares  all  necessary  documents. 

The  Legal  Department  examines  and  clears  land  titles,  drafts  deeds,  avigation  easements,  subordination  agree- 
ments, city  and  county  resolutions,  and  many  other  legal  documents,  in  connection  with  airport  acquisitions  and 
other  matters. 

The  Legal  Department  maintains  liaison  between  the  Commission  and  our  congressional  delegation  concerning 
aviation  matters  and,  on  occasion,  has  testified  at  congressional  hearings.  It  generally  oversees  all  legal  work  of  the 
State  of  Montana  in  relation  to  aviation  and,  on  a daily  basis,  handles  legal  problems  of  every  kind  and  nature. 
The  numerous  activities  of  the  Commission  require  constant  legal  supervision. 

The  aeronautical  Laws  and  Regulations  of  Montana  have  been  gathered  into  a printed  compilation  this  year 
for  greater  convenience.  Also  changes  in  the  Regulations  of  the  Commission  have  been  drafted. 

The  Legal  Department  has  issued  a number  of  legal  opinions  at  the  request  of  the  Commission  and  its  person- 
nel. 

SUMMARY 

Since  the  Commission  first  commenced  its  participation  in  air  carrier  matters,  both  interstate  and  intrastate, 
new  airline  service  has  been  brought  to  many  Montana  communities.  The  Commission  is  always  on  the  lookout 
for  new  service  and  ways  to  improve  existing  service.  The  air  transportation  survey  and  master  plan  will  lend  sub- 
stantial assistance  in  this  regard.  In  recent  months  the  Commission  has  seen  increasing  importance  of  third-level, 
commuter  type,  commercial  air  transportation  to  Montana.  In  this  connection,  recently,  the  CAB  by  its  order  issued 
in  Docket  No.  19850,  stated  that  it  is  not  convinced  that  in  the  long  run  service  to  small  cities  by  large  aircraft 
would  provide  the  most  effective  and  efficient  service;  that  perhaps  more  frequent,  convenient  service  could  be 
provided  by  smaller  equipment.  The  National  Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials,  of  which  the  Director  of  the 
Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  Mr.  Charles  Lynch,  is  the  national  President,  is  conducting  its  1968  convention 
in  Portland  in  September.  One  of  the  attorneys  for  the  Commission,  will  attend  this  meeting  which  will  emphasize 
third-level  air  carrier  service,  and  will  feature  speakers  of  national  reputation  who  have  specialized  knowledge  of 
this  subject. 

As  public  surface  transportation  steadily  decreases  in  Montana,  our  citizens  are  certain  to  become  increasingly 
dependent  upon  air  transportation.  Its  importance  to  this  state  cannot  be  over-emphasized. 
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PILOT  REGISTRATION 


In  accordance  with  the  State  Law  that  all  pilots  operating  aircraft  in  Montana  must  register  their  Federal  Avia- 
tion Administration  certificate  annually  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  3,137  pilots  were  registered 
in  1968.  Annual  registration  fee  is  $1.00. 

Pilots  operating  agricultural  aircraft  must  signify  on  their  registration  form  the  number  of  hours  and  seasons 
qualifying  them  as  agricultural  pilots  and  designate  their  commercial  or  private  operation  status. 

MONTANA  REGISTERED  PILOTS  COUNT 
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1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 


Extraordinary  Session  Senate  Resolution  2 of  the  Fortieth  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  1967, 
directed  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  to  require  the  registration  of  the  FAA  aircraft  certificates  of  all 
aircraft  in  Montana.  This  requires  registration  by  every  owner  of  civil  aircraft  which  is  kept,  brought,  flown  or 
coming  into  this  state  at  any  time  during  the  year,  which  is  used  in  the  state  for  hire,  compensation  or  profits  or 
if  the  owner  and/or  user  of  the  aircraft  is  engaged  in  gainful  occupation  or  business  enterprise  in  the  state  and 
all  civil  aircraft  which  otherwise  come  to  rest  and  become  part  of  the  general  property  of  the  state. 

Registration  of  aircraft  registration  certificates  became  mandatory  on  January  1,  1968.  There  are  1,363  aircraft 
registered  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission. 

REGISTERED  AIRCRAFT  IN  MONTANA 


Yellowstone 

163 

Richland 

22 

Sweet  Grass 

. . 11 

Missoula 

105 

Beaverhead  

21 

Musselshell 

. . 10 

Cascade 

98 

Powder  River 

21 

Teton 

. . 8 

Lewis  & Clark 

61 

Garfield 

20 

Meagher 

. . 6 

Fergus 

60 

Lincoln  

19 

Wheatland 

. . 6 

Flathead  

56 

Sheridan 

19 

Deer  Lodge 

. . 5 

Big  Horn 

44 

Lake 

18 

Granite 

. . 5 

Valley 

44 

Phillips 

18 

Madison 

. . 5 

Chouteau 

42 

Carter 

16 

Petroleum 

. . 4 

Blaine 

40 

Stillwater 

15 

Broadwater 

. . 3 

Gallatin 

39 

Carbon 

14 

Prairie 

. . 3 

Hill 

32 

Liberty 

14 

Golden  Valley 

. . 2 

Toole 

30 

McCone 

14 

Judith  Basin 

. . 2 

Glacier 

29 

Sanders 

14 

Mineral 

. . 2 

Roosevelt 

29 

Silver  Bow 

14 

Powell 

. . 2 

Custer 

28 

Rosebud 

13 

Treasure  

. . 1 

Dawson 

......  28 

Daniels 

12 

Wabaux 

. . 1 

Pondera 

26 

Fallon 

12 

Jefferson 

. . 0 

Ravalli 

25 

Park 

12 

TOTAL  1,363 
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COMMERCIAL  AIR  OPERATORS 
INSURANCE  REQUIREMENT 

Chapter  122  of  the  Session  Laws  of  the  40th  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  1967,  is  an  Act 
empowering  the  State  Aeronautics  Commission  to  require  commercial  air  operators  to  procure  insurance  or  other 
adequate  protection  against  liability  for  the  payment  of  damages  for  personal  body  injuries,  including  death  and 
property  damage,  as  a result  of  an  accident. 

The  Commission  set  forth  the  amount  of  insurance  reasonably  necessary  to  provide  adequate  compensation  for 
damages  incurred  through  an  accident  involving  a commercial  air  operator.  This  insurance  is  mandatory  for  all 
operators  carrying  passengers,  conducting  agriculture  spray  operations  or  hauling  freight.  The  requirements  and 
amounts  of  insurance  are  contained  in  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  Regulation  9-100. 


MONTANA  PILOT  FLIGHT  PLAN  SERVICE 

Inaugurated  on  April  15,  1963,  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  the  “Montana  Flight  Plan  Service” 
is  available  to  all  pilots  registered  with  the  Commission.  The  Service  by  which  pilots  at  airport  locations  not  servic- 
ed by  a F.A.A.  Flight  Service  Station,  may  place  collect  telephone  calls  to  the  nearest  Flight  Service  Station,  who 
in  turn  will  charge  such  calls  to  an  Aeronautics  Commission  special  credit  card  number. 

The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  encourage  and  increase  the  use  of  flight  plans  by  pilots  in  Montana,  and  sec- 
ond, to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  heavy  workload  and  costly  process  involved  in  Search  and  Rescue,  either 
through  failure  to  close  flight  plans,  or  in  the  actual  search  for  overdue  pilots  where  unknown  conditions  exist 
through  failure  to  use  any  flight  plan  service. 
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COST  AVERAGE  PER  MONTH 
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SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  STATISTICS 
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STATE  AND  REGIONAL  DEFENSE  AIRLIFT  AREAS 
AND  SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  DISTRICTS 


SARDA  AREAS  - - A,  B 8 C 
S 8 R DISTRICTS  1-14 


SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  COORDINATORS 


District 

No.  Area  Coordinator  Town 

1.  Donald  F.  Peterson Libby 

2.  Jack  Archibald Kalispell 

3.  Herb  Sammons Cut  Bank 

4.  Homer  Holman Great  Falls 

5.  W alter  Hensley Havre 

6.  John  W.  Rogers Lewistown 

7.  Eugene  Mendel Malta 


District 

No.  Area  Coordinator  Town 

8.  Harold  DeSilva Plentywood 

9.  Sig  Ugrin Miles  City 

10.  John  Lynch Billings 

11.  A1  Newby Belgrade 

12.  Jeff  Morrison Helena 

13.  Bill  Jones Butte 

14.  Bob  Johnson Missoula 
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AVIATION  EDUCATION 

AUTHORIZATION  AND  PURPOSE 

The  position  of  Aviation  Education  Supervisor  and  secretary  to  the  Supervisor  were  established  by  a Memoran- 
dum of  Agreement  between  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission. 
This  agreement  was  entered  into  on  April  29,  1966. 

Under  terms  of  the  agreement,  personnel  are  selected  jointly  by  the  Commission  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction.  Following  selection,  personnel  are  assigned  to  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. The  agreement  further  provides  that  the  aviation  education  program  will  be  financed  by  the  Montana  Aero- 
nautics Commission. 

The  aviation  education  program  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  cooperation  in  the  integration  and  continued 
development  of  a joint  program  of  aviation  education  in  the  public  school  system  of  Montana. 

SERVICES 

The  Aviation  Education  Supervisor  is  responsible  for  accomplishment  of  the  following:  Assist  schools  in  inte- 
grating aviation  and/or  aerospace  subject  matter  with  existing  curricula  at  all  grade  levels;  promote  and  establish 
aviation  science  courses  at  the  secondary  level;  maintain  and  develop  instructional  materials  and  teaching  aids  to 
implement  aviation  education  programs;  disseminate  information  about  aviation  and/or  aerospace  and  its  educa- 
tional implication;  work  with  and  assist  other  organizations  and  groups  in  furthering  their  aviation  education  pro- 
grams; establish  a scholarship  program  for  college  level  students  who  are  desirous  of  preparing  themselves  for  a 
career  in  Aeronautical  Engineering. 


PROGRAMS 

AVIATION  EDUCATION  WORKSHOPS 

The  establishment  and  coordination  of  workshops  at  various  units  of  the  University  System  which  are  conducted 
during  the  summer  sessions.  The  workshops  are  designed  to  provide  the  classroom  teacher  with  a basic  knowledge 
of  the  most  common  aviation  and  aerospace  topics.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  workshop,  the  teacher  has  the  back- 
ground to  integrate  aviation  and  aerospace  subjects  into  her  curriculum  or  teach  a small  unit  on  aviation. 

Three  units  of  the  University  System  conducted  Aerospace  Workshops  during  fiscal  year  1968.  The  emits  and 
their  workshop  budgets  were  as  follows: 

Western. Montana  College,  Dillon  $2,525.00 

Northern  Montana  College,  Havre  2,575.00 

Eastern  Montana  College,  Billings  4,550.00 

The  variance  in  each  budget  was  based  on  the  projected  enrollment.  There  were  122  teachers  in  attendance 
at  these  three  workshops.  Several  visitations  were  made  to  the  colleges  before  and  during  the  workshops. 

MONTANA’S  FLYING  CLASSROOMS 

Montana’s  Flying  Classroom  program  is  one  of  the  most  successful  undertakings  within  the  scope  of  aviation 
education.  In  conducting  this  program,  the  light  airplane  is  utilized  as  a classroom,  allowing  students  to  view  what 
they  have  been  discussing  in  school.  This  use  of  the  light  aircraft  has  been  successfully  used  as  a supplement  to 
classes  in  Earth  Science,  Vocational  Agriculture  (Conservation),  Geology  and  Geography.  Only  the  imagination  of 
the  instructor  limits  the  use  of  the  flying  classroom. 

Four  Montana  high  schools  participated  in  the  flying  classroom  program  last  school  term.  Six  were  scheduled, 
but  two  had  to  be  postponed  until  fall.  A total  of  108  students  and  29  adults  participated.  They  were  conducted 
at  Hobson  High  School,  Corvallis  High  School,  Bridger  High  School,  and  Culbertson  High  School.  The  total  cost 
of  the  program  was  $1,320.00.  This  figure  includes  the  cost  of  chartered  aircraft  and  the  Commission  aircraft,  using 
the  standard  billing  formula.  Each  flying  classroom  this  past  year  cost  an  average  of  $330.00  each  or  approximately 
$9.65  per  participant. 

Indicative  of  the  popularity  of  this  program  is  the  fact  that  the  schedule  has  been  filled,  based  on  current  sched- 
uling practices  of  six  schools  per  year,  for  the  next  two  school  terms,  with  one  school  scheduled  for  the  1970-1971 

school  year. 
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AVIATION  SCIENCE  COURSES 


The  Aviation  Education  Supervisor  made  regular  visitations  to  Montana  high  schools  either  to  discuss  putting 
aviation  science  into  the  curriculum  or  to  observe  and  act  as  a consultant  for  courses  that  were  in  the  curriculum. 

The  1967-1968  school  year  had  nine  Montana  high  schools  teaching  an  aviation  identified  curriculum:  Cut  Bank, 
Great  Falls,  C.M.  Russell  at  Great  Falls,  Helena  (in  conjunction  with  the  Area  Vocational  Technical  School),  Glas- 
gow, Townsend  (in  conjunction  with  the  Civil  Air  Patrol),  Red  Lodge,  and  Lustre  Bible  Academy  at  Frazer. 

In  addition  to  the  nine  schools,  the  Greenfield  Community  School  in  Fairfield  taught  a course  in  aviation  during 
one  semester  for  Grade  8. 

Poison  High  School  will  offer  a course  in  aviation  science  during  the  1968-1969  school  year,  and  other  high 
schools  have  indicated  an  interest.  The  Missoula  Technical  Center  is  also  offering  an  aviation  curriculum  for  the 
coming  year. 


MONTANA  YOUTH  IN  AVIATION  AWARD 

The  highlight  of  the  year  was  the  Montana  Youth  in  Aviation  Award  Program.  Students  in  the  aviation  science 
classes  wishing  to  compete  were  given  an  examination,  and  on  May  1-3,  1968,  eleven  students  representing  eight 
Montana  high  schools  were  brought  to  Helena  to  compete  in  the  finals.  The  top  student  was  awarded  a Private 
Pilot  Training  Scholarship,  and  the  other  ten  finalists  were  awarded  Solo  Flight  Scholarships,  consisting  of  ten  hours 
of  instruction  from  an  operator  of  their  choice.  Twenty-four  students  from  these  schools,  runnersup  in  the  first 
examination,  were  awarded  cross-country  flights. 

SPACEMOBILE 

The  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration  provides  a touring  Spacemobile  to  speak  at  school  assembly 
programs.  This  office  is  responsible  for  scheduling  this  aerospace  program  in  Montana  schools. 

The  Spacemobile  was  in  Montana  from  November  1 through  December  15,  1967,  and  during  this  period  ap- 
peared at  thirty-one  high  schools  and  six  junior  high  schools.  The  Spacemobile  also  visited  the  summer  workshops. 


MATERIALS  FURNISHED  AND  PUBLISHED 

An  integral  phase  of  the  overall  aviation  education  program  is  providing  materials  and  publications  to  schools 
to  assist  in  teaching  aviation  science  courses  or  integrating  aviation  subjects  into  curriculums.  The  material  includes 
both  commercial  as  well  as  locally  produced  items. 

During  the  1967-1968  school  year  the  Supervisor’s  office  also  complied  with  requests  from  twenty-nine  out-of- 
state  governmental  agencies  and  institutions  of  higher  learning. 

A revision  of  the  comprehensive  film  list  on  aviation  and  aerospace  subjects  was  accomplished. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ACTIVITIES 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Aviation  Education  Supervisor’s  office  is  involved  in  numerous  auxiliary  activ- 
ities which  range  from  speaking  engagements  to  evaluation  of  teaching  aids  in  the  area  of  aviation  education. 

In  Fiscal  Year  1968,  the  Supervisor  attended  local,  state  and  national  meetings  as  a member  of  various  education 
and  aviation  groups  interested  in  promoting  aviation  education;  he  acted  as  a consultant  and  in  cooperation  with 
other  supervisors  in  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  including  the  G.I.  Flight  Training  Program;  hosted  a 
number  of  conferences  and  seminars;  arranged  field  trips  for  schools;  spoke  to  administrators,  school  boards,  parent 
teacher  associations  and  workshops;  was  featured  speaker  for  a number  of  aviation  organization  s monthly  meetings 
and  conventions  and  assisted  in  providing  transportation  for  Department  of  Public  Instruction  personnel. 

The  Aviation  Education  Supervisor  arranged  for  three  seminars  with  a panel  of  aviation  education  instructors 
and  materials  at  the  October,  1967,  meeting  of  the  Montana  Education  Association  in  Billings.  There  were  sixty- 
eight  teachers  in  attendance. 
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COURSES  AND  SEMINARS 


FLIGHT  INSTRUCTOR  REFRESHER  COURSE 

The  Flight  Instructor  Refresher  Courses  were  initiated  in  the  United  States  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Com- 
mission in  1962.  Montana  courses  followed  in  1963,  1964,  1966,  1967  and  1968. 

The  course  was  designed  to  refresh  and  up-grade  flight  instructors  on  procedures  of  instructional  methods  and 
thereby  increase  aviation  safety  commencing  on  the  instructor-trainee  level.  The  recent  Federal  Aviation  Adminis- 
tration requirement  for  re-certification  of  flight  instructors  every  two  years  has  increased  the  importance  and  the 
need  for  the  refresher  courses  to  be  held  on  an  annual  basis. 


FLIGHT  INSTRUCTOR  REFRESHER  COURSE- 1968 

Nineteen  qualified  Montana  flight  instructors  completed  a concentrated  refresher  course  held  in  Great  Falls, 
March  4 through  March  8th.  The  course  is  sponsored  by  the  Aeronautics  Commission  in  cooperation  with  the  Fed- 
eral Aviation  Administration,  the  United  States  Department  of  Commerce,  Essa- Weather  Bureau  and  the  Montana 
Aviation  Trades  Association. 

The  course  consists  of  approximately  five  hours  of  Ground  School  and  approximately  three  hours  of  Flight 
School  daily.  Ground  School  is  presented  by  personnel  from  the  FAA’s  Academy,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma;  Gen- 
eral Aviation  District  Offices  in  Helena  and  Billings;  and  Air  Traffic  Control,  RAPCON  and  Flight  Service  Station 
and  the  U.S.  Weather  Bureau,  Great  Falls.  The  Flight  Portion,  under  the  supervision  of  the  GADO  Supervisor,  was 
instructed  by  five  flight  line  tutors. 

With  the  completion  of  the  1968  course,  121  Award  Certificates  and  wings  have  been  presented  to  graduates 
of  the  Montana  Courses. 


PILOT  REFRESHER  SEMINAR 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  assisted  in  the  presentation  of  a Pilot  Refresher  Seminar  sponsored  by  the  Shelby 
Hangar  of  the  Montana  Pilots  Association  on  October  28  and  29.  The  assistance  was  provided  in  conjunction  with 
the  Federal  Aviation  Administration  and  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau.  The  seminar  was  attended  by  fifty 
pilots  interested  in  becoming  more  knowledgeable  and  safer  in  their  performance  as  pilots. 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  is  prepared  to  assist  any  organization  desiring  to  present  or  conduct  a pilot  re- 
fresher seminar  or  other  safety  course. 


RADIOLOGICAL  MONITORING  COURSE 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  assisted  in  the  Radiological  Monitoring  Course  held  at  the  Montana  State  Univer- 
sity in  Bozeman  on  February  6,  7 and  8th.  This  was  the  first  Aerial  Radiological  Monitoring  Course  in  the  nation 
to  incorporate  actual  flight  experience  and  the  first  to  be  held  with  Federal  and  State  coordination. 

Forty-Five  persons  attended  the  course,  including  representatives  from  the  fourteen  Search  and  Rescue  Dis- 
tricts. Participants  were  instructed  on  the  use  of  aerial  survey  meters.  Using  the  survey  meters  an  aircraft  can  be 
flown  over  an  area  that  contains  radio  activity  and  by  extrapolation  determine  the  amount  of  radio  activity  on  the 
ground,  alleviating  the  need  for  undue  exposure  by  ground  monitoring. 
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FILM  AND  EDUCATION  SERIES  LIBRARY 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  has  available  thirty  five  different  16MM,  sound,  color  or  black  and  white  films, 
two  Sanderson  Courses  — Private  and  Instrument  and  eight  record-film  strip  programs  available  on  a free  loan  basis 
to  schools,  pilot  groups,  civic  organizations  and  other  interested  parties. 

The  film  “Montana  and  the  Sky”  produced  by  the  Commission  in  1953  is  increasing  in  popularity  in-state  and 
out-of-state.  This  film,  the  only  one  available  for  out-of-state  distribution,  was  scheduled  ninety-nine  times  in  thirty 
three  different  states  as  well  as  seventy-nine  times  in  Montana. 

A new  16MM,  twenty  eight  minute,  color  film  about  Montana,  its  people,  industry,  natural  and  economic  re- 
sources and  aviation  in  Montana,  is  presently  being  produced  and  should  be  available  during  December,  1968. 

The  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration  furnished  the  Commission’s  film  library  with  seven  films 
for  distribution  in  Montana  and  the  Bell  Helicopter  Company  furnished  three  films. 


Prints 

Title 

FY-63 

FY-64 

FY-65 

FY-66 

FY-67 

FY-68 

2 

A Fire  Called  Jeremiah 

46 

40 

41 

46 

1 

Agricultural  Aviation 

5 

13 

15 

11 

12 

19 

2 

Airport  America 

12 

21 

23 

21 

22 

31 

1 

Air  Taxi,  USA 

. . . . 5 

12 

13 

13 

11 

18 

1 

Approach  to  Land  GCA 

2 

5 

10 

11 

12 

1 

Approach  to  Land  ILS 

3 

5 

10 

13 

15 

2 

Aviation  and  the  States 

5 

17 

22 

28 

11 

19 

2 

Eyes  in  Outer  Space 

22 

35 

42 

40 

39 

2 

Flight  Decision 

12 

25 

24 

16 

18 

24 

1 

Flying  Businessman 

. . . . 2 

21 

12 

8 

12 

10 

1 

Flying  Farmer 

. . . . 5 

14 

12 

12 

6 

11 

1 

Flying  VOR 

7 

5 

12 

11 

11 

2 

Man  in  Flight 

. . . . 11 

25 

40 

46 

45 

44 

2 

Man  in  Space 

. . . . 36 

54 

47 

62 

62 

39 

16 

Montana  and  the  Sky 

. . . . 92 

110 

122 

137 

147 

178 

2 

Roads  in  the  Sky 

17 

33 

22 

24 

33 

2 

Road  to  the  Stars 

20 

36 

34 

36 

31 

41 

1 

Take  the  High  Road 

9 

20 

20 

21 

17 

21 

1 

The  Best  Investment  We  Ever  Made 

9 

22 

14 

10 

2 

To  Save  a Life 

. . . . 12 

23 

18 

16 

18 

24 

1 

We  Saw  It  Happen 

5 

21 

22 

20 

19 

21 

8 

Records  and  Film  Strips 

19 

23 

37 

35 

42 

3 

Four  Days  of  Gemini  4 

26 

59 

68 

3 

Come  Fly  With  Me,  Darlene 

26 

26 

28 

1 

Before  Saturn 

20 

21 

1 

Celestial  Mechanics  & The  Lunar  Probe 

17 

17 

19 

2 

Lunar  Bridgehead 

20 

35 

30 

2 

The  Mastery  of  Space 

16 

41 

41 

2 

Project  Apollo-Manned  Flight  to  the  Moon 

19 

33 

34 

2 

Clouds  of  Venus 

18 

34 

35 

1 

America  in  Space 

18 

17 

16 

1 

Flying  Towers 

15 

15 

1 

Aerial  Applications  for  Agriculture 

15 

17 

1 

Oil  is  Where  You  Find  It 

15 

12 

2 

Density  Altitude 

36 

1 

Using  the  Airspace:  Nav.  & Comm.  

17 

Totals 

231 

463 

476 

804 

942 

1,097 

A brochure  describing  the  above  listed  films  is  available  upon  request. 
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MAC  PUBLICATIONS  AND 
AERONAUTICAL  AIDS 

PUBLISHED  FY  1968 


DIRECTORY 

The  Commission’s  Airport  Division  publishes  an  airport  directory  containing  individual  drawings  of  the  public 
use  airports  in  the  State.  The  drawings  show  the  airports  in  detail  and  their  locations  relative  to  the  adjacent  cities. 
Included  in  the  Directory  is  technical  information  that  is  of  vital  importance  to  pilots  flying  in  Montana. 
Revisions  are  compiled  and  distributed  on  an  annual  basis. 

AERONAUTICAL  CHART 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  publishes  an  air  navigational  chart  which  has  proven  to  be  of  unlimited  value  to 
in-state  pilots  and  particularly  beneficial  to  visiting  pilots  from  out-of-state.  The  revised  chart,  bid  and  accomplished 
by  Jeppeson  Company  of  Denver,  Colorado,  was  completed  and  distributed  in  December,  1967. 

The  reverse  side  of  the  chart  contains  a variety  of  vital  aeronautical  data  including  information  on  density  alti- 
tude, FAA  facilities,  flight  plans,  emergency  signals,  commercial  broadcast  stations,  aviation  forecast  key  and  VFR 
minimums. 

To  interest  the  vacationing  pilot,  the  1967  chart  has  a number  of  outstanding  color  photographs  depicting  a 
few  of  Montana’s  natural  attractions. 

NEWSLETTER 

A monthly  publication  entitled  “Montana  and  the  Sky”  is  sent  to  all  registered  pilots,  flight  operators,  schools, 
news  media,  Federal  departments  and  aviation  organizations  in  Montana.  The  out-of-state  courtesy  mailing  includes 
national  aeronautics  organizations,  aviation  departments  and  state  and  federal  agencies.  Courtesy  copies  are  fur- 
nished to  all  interested  individuals  upon  request. 

The  publication,  averaging  12  pages  in  length,  features  Montana  aviation  persons,  organizations  and  activities. 
Attention  is  focused  on  national  items  of  particular  interest  and  technical  features  of  special  importance. 

Circulation  in  the  fiscal  year  1968  reached  approximately  5700  with  an  out-of-state  distribution  of  over  600. 

PROFESSIONALISM  IN  THE  COMMERCIAL  FLIGHT  SCHOOL 

“Professionalism  in  the  Commercial  Flight  School”,  a 32  page  book  written  by  Aeronautics  Commission  Direc- 
tor Charles  A.  Lynch,  is  a guide  to  sound  business  practices  and  methods  of  acquiring  professionalism  in  the  flight 
school.  It  is  directed  to  the  flight  school  operation  of  a general  aviation  operator  interested  in  teaching  the  general 
public  how  to  fly  properly  and  safely,  in  all  categories  of  licenses  and  ratings,  and  at  a profit. 

The  book  is  complete  with  sample  lesson  plans,  flight  log  forms,  time  cards,  price  schedules  and  suggested  floor 
plans  for  the  conducting  of  an  efficient  flight  school. 

“Professionalism”  was  distributed  to  flight  instructors,  all  Montana  Flight  Operators,  the  States  Aviation 
Officials  and  interested  individuals.  In  addition  to  complying  with  Montana  requests  for  copies  of  the  book,  requests 
have  been  received  from  twenty-five  states  and  Puerto  Rico. 

MONTANA  AVIATION  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

A 143  page  loose-leaf  book  entitled  “Montana  Aviation  Laws  and  Regulations”  compiled  by  the  Legal  Depart- 
ment of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  is  being  completed  and  will  be  distributed  to  interested  persons  in 
the  fall  of  1968. 

The  book  contains  the  State  Aeronautical  Act,  Title  1,  Revised  Codes  of  Montana,  1947;  portions  of  all  other 
Titles  pertinent  to  aviation  and  the  Regulations  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  It  will  be  complete  with 
the  acts  passed  during  the  40th  Legislative  Assembly,  (1967)  and  Commission  Regulations  on  Commercial 
Operators/ Liability  Insurance;  Aircraft  Registration  and  the  Air  Carrier  Regulations  and  Rules  of  Practice. 

The  Laws  and  Regulations  book  will  be  up-dated  following  any  future  legislative  action  pertaining  to  aviation. 


-30- 


DENSITY  ALTITUDE  CHART 

Reprint  of  the  Density  Altitude  Chart  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1967.  The  Commission  staff  developed  the 
Density  Altitude  Chart  in  1963.  It  shows  the  equivalent  elevation  on  an  airport  at  any  given  temperature  above 
standard  temperature. 

The  Density  Altitude  Charts  are  distributed  to  all  airport  operators,  airport  managers,  F.A.A.’s  Flight  Service 
Stations/Control  Towers  and  U.S.  Weather  Bureaus.  Montana  orders  continue  to  be  filled  and  a large  number  have 
been  requested  by  out-of-state  aeronautics  departments  and  airport  managers. 


AVAILABLE  PUBLICATIONS  AND  AIDS 

Published  Prior  FY  1968 

“Montana’s  Flying  Classrooms”,  1966,  (Student  Vocational  Agriculture  Program)— Yellowstone  Airport  Booklet, 
1965,  (Operating  Rules  and  Regulations)— Flight  Plan/Weather  Log— Pilots  Weather  Log— Go,  No-Go  Charts, 
(Safe  wind  velocity)— Flight  Sequence  Card. 

MAC  DISTRIBUTED 

Airport  Leasing  Guide— Minimum  Requirements  for  Airport  Aeronautical  Service— Hunting  and  Fishing  Guide 
(Montana  Fish  & Game  Department  with  “Fly-In—  section)— Airport  Warning  Posters  (aircraft  damage). 


ADDRESSOGRAPH 

The  Commission’s  addressograph  system  furnishes  a general  mail-out  of  over  5,000.  Individual  lists  are  available 
to  accomplish  mail-outs  to:  Registered  pilots,  registered  aircraft  owners;  general  aviation  operators;  airport  man- 
agers, aviation  mechanics  and  Jr.  High  Schools  and  High  Schools  (public  and  private),  press  media,  and  the  National 
Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials. 


PUBLIC  RELATIONS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES 

The  Commission,  on  request,  provides  assistance  and  acts  as  coordinator  for  fly-ins,  dedications  and  various 
organizations  and  civic  groups;  Montana  Pilots  Association;  MPA  Local  Hangars;  City  and  County  Airport  Boards; 
Flying  Farmers  and  Ranchers;  Ninety-Nine’s;  Chambers  of  Commerce;  International  Northwest  Aviation  Council; 
National  Aviation  Trades  Association;  National  Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials  and  the  Aviation  Depart- 
ments of  other  states. 

The  Safety  and  Education  Division  complies  with  all  requests  for  cloud  charts  and  miscellaneous  aeronautical 
publications  and  materials  received  from  schools  and  libraries  throughout  Montana;  from  out-of-state  educational 
institutions;  aviation  organizations;  state  and  national  news  media  and  requests  from  tourist  pilots  for  charts,  direc- 
tories and  promotion  material  on  Montana. 
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AIRPORT  DIVISION 


JAMES  Ho  MONGER,  Chief  and  Assistant  Director 


STAFF 

AIRPORT  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM 

WORTHIE  M.  RAUSCHER,  Airport  Engineering 
VERNON  L.  MOODY,  Airport  Maint.  and  Opr. 
DAVID  C.  KNEEDLER,  Navigational  Aids 
MAXINE  McFARLAND,  Secretary 


* * * 


STATE  AIRPORTS  OPERATIONS  PROGRAM 

(All  Seasonal  Employees) 

HAL  WIGHT,  Yellowstone  Airport  Manager 
DON  ALBERTSON,  Yellowstone  Airport  Custodian 
JEFF  BARNES,  Airmarking/Maintenance 
ERIC  LIEBERG.  Airmarking/Maintenance 
TED  LEE  DAUGHERTY,  Airmarking/Maintenance 
ROBERT  PHINNEY,  Airmarking/Maintenance 


* 


NAVIGATIONAL  AIDS  PROGRAM 

BLAIR  HAMER.  Airway  Beacon  Mechanic 
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AIRPORT  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM 


Designing  and  engineering  a statewide  system  of  airports  involves  the  preparation  and  revisionof  the  annual 
State  Airport  Program.  The  Airport  Division  staff  advises  and  consults  with  Federal,  State  and  local  public  officials 
and  civic  groups,  in  providing  assistance  in  the  planning  of  airport  development.  Some  of  the  most  important  assis- 
tance comes  in  the  form  of  financial  consultation  and  actually  setting  up  the  method  of  financing  for  any  proposed 
airport  project.  Many  times  the  Airport  Division  of  the  Aeronautics  Commission  acts  as  agent  for  the  local  airport 
board,  or  city  and  county  commissioners,  in  their  dealing  with  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration  and  consulting 
engineers  and  contractors.  The  Airport  Division  administers  policies  and  standards  as  applied  to  airport  planning, 
site  selection,  design,  specifications,  construction,  operation,  maintenance,  improvements  and  safety  on  all  Montana 
airports. 

The  airport  engineers  in  the  Airport  Division  advise  and  assist  owners  and  prospective  owners  of  airports,  both 
public  and  private,  in  the  selection  of  new  airport  sites,  taking  into  consideration  terrain,  soil,  approaches,  land 
availability  and  value,  and  many  other  technical  factors.  The  Airport  Division  assists  consulting  engineers,  who 
prepare  most  of  the  detail  airport  construction  plans  for  local  airport  boards,  in  determining  financing  and  review 
of  plans  and  specifications. 

Many  airport  boards  in  the  state  will  do  certain  airport  improvements  without  the  financial  aid  of  either  the 
State  or  Federal  government.  They  sometimes  call  on  the  Aeronautics  Commission  to  give  them  technical  advice 
and  minor  engineering  help  when  the  local  improvement  is  being  done  with  volunteer  men  and  equipment.  Several 
towns  have  taken  advantage  of  this  service  and  each  have  indicated  their  appreciation. 


GROWTH  STATISTICS 

Montana’s  Airport  Development  Program  is  eleven  years  old  the  fall  of  1968.  Since  1957,  the  Airport  Division 
of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  been  involved  in  one  hundred  eighty  (180)  separate  airport  improve- 
ment projects.  These  180  projects  have  ranged  in  size  and  description  from  turf  runways  to  air  carrier  airports  to 
hospital  heliports. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  change  in  airport  statistics  in  the  past  11  years  in  Montana. 

1957  1968 

Public  Airports 92  124 

Paved  Airports 21  54 

Airline  Served  Airports 13  15 

Lighted 44  62 

Airport  Beacons 38  71 

Unicom  Radios 0 54 

Farm  & Ranch  Airports (estimated)  200  325 


FEDERAL,  STATE  AND  LOCAL  PROJECTS 

(Federal  Aid  Airport  Programs) 

The  Federal  Aviation  Administration  has  a grant  program  whereby  approximately  53%  of  the  funds  required 
for  an  eligible  airport  improvement  project  will  be  granted  to  a local  airport  board.  This  grant  will  be  made  to 
federally  approved  airport  projects  when  the  sponsor  (local  government)  will  provide  the  other  47%  of  the  total 
project  cost.  In  many  instances  the  local  airport  board  does  not  have  these  funds  available,  though  an  improvement 
is  desperately  needed  at  their  airport.  The  Aeronautics  Commission  then  offers  financial  assistance  in  the  form  of 
a loan  to  be  used  for  the  matching  money  for  the  federal  project.  Commission  loans  are  available  on  a 10-year 
repayment  basis,  and  at  a 314%  interest  rate.  The  funds  are  available  from  the  State  based  on  local  need,  the  financial 
ability  of  the  State  at  the  time,  and  the  sponsor’s  ability  to  repay. 
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Most  ot  these  projects  will  probably  be  hnanced  jointly  between  the  federal  Aviation  Administration,  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 
and  local  airport  boards  through  city  and  county.  See  the  “Current  Loan  Program”  sheet  for  the  financing  status  on  any  local/state/federal  joint 
airport  improvement  project. 


PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  encourages  the  continued  development  of  a statewide  system  of  airports. 
The  role  of  each  airport  facility  must  be  evaluated  and  measured  not  only  by  its  own  merits,  but  in  relation  to 
others.  To  the  extent  possible,  each  must  be  planned  to  support  and  supplement  the  usefulness  of  the  other  so  that, 
ideally,  if  all  of  the  airports  included  in  the  Montana  Airport  Plan  were  developed  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed,  the  system  of  public  airports  for  Montana  would  be  adequate  in  all  respects.  In  order  that  plan- 
ning and  preliminary  engineering  will  take  place  at  local  level,  the  Aeronautics  Commission  has  provided  Engi- 
neering Grants  for  that  purpose.  The  Commission  will  grant  to  a community  or  county  or  airport  board,  one-half 
of  the  cost  up  to  a maximum  of  $1,000,  whichever  is  the  lesser,  of  a preliminary  engineering  study  and  cost  estimate 
for  their  airport.  This  is  a grant  that  does  not  have  to  be  repaid.  The  local  airport  board  must  match  the  grant  for 
payment  to  the  engineer  or  planner. 

PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  STUDY  GRANTS  DISBURSED  IN  FY  1968  WERE: 


Airport 

Description 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Anaconda 

Crosswind  Runway 

276-2-68 

$1,000 

Big  Timber 

Pave  Runway 

261-8-67 

1,000 

Conrad 

Runway  Lights 

273-12-67 

300 

Flathead  County 

Runway  Extension 

268-9-67 

1,000 

Lewistown 

Master  Planning 

274-12-67 

1,000 

TOTAL  

$4,300 

PENDING  PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS: 

Glasgow 

Terminal  Building 

248-6-66 

$1,000 

Valier 

Runway  Paving 

278-4-68 

1,000 

TOTAL 

$2,000 

PREVIOUS  PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS  MADE: 

Airport 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Airport 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Anaconda . 

. 207-11-64 

$1,000.00 

Havre 

228-  7-65 

$1,000.00 

Baker  . . . 

. 230-  7-65 

1,000.00 

Helena 

132-  1-60 

1,000.00 

Billings  . . 

. 237-  2-66 

1,000.00 

Helena 

193-12-63 

500.00 

Bozeman  . 

. 122-  9-59 

1,000.00 

Helena 

224-  6-65 

472.50 

Bozeman  . 

. 255-  4-67 

1,000.00 

Helena 

257-  4-67 

1,000.00 

Bridger  . . 

. 130-  1-60 

1,000.00 

Jordan  

204-  6-64 

500.00 

Butte . . . . 

. 150-11-61 

1,000.00 

Kalispell  (FCA) . 

131-  1-60(A)  1,000.00 

Chester  . . 

. 121-  3-59 

500.00 

Kalispell  (FCA) . 

131-  1-60 

834.92 

Choteau.  . 

. 184-  3-63 

500.00 

Laurel 

214-  4-65 

1,000.00 

Circle  . . . 

. 223-  6-65 

1,000.00 

Lewistown  .... 

203-  6-64 

650.00 

Conrad  . . 

. 113-  6-58 

600.00 

Libby 

200-  3-64 

1,000.00 

Conrad  . . 

. 244-  5-66 

1,000.00 

Livingston  .... 

143-  4-61 

1,000.00 

Culbertson 

. 185-  3-63 

1,000.00 

Malta 

229-  8-65 

400.00 

Deer  Lodg 

e 

. 142-  4-61 

1,000.00 

Missoula 

194-12-63 

1,000.00 

Dillon  . . . 

. 110-  7-58 

500.00 

Missoula 

216-  4-65 

650.00 

Dillon  . . . 

. 222-  5-65 

1,000.00 

Missoula 

256-  4-67 

1,000.00 

Fairfield.  . 

. 196-  2-64 

500.00 

Philipsburg  . . . 

137-11-60 

1,000.00 

Geraldine . 

. 140-  1-61 

1,000.00 

Plentywood  . . . 

218-  4-65 

1,000.00 

Glasgow  . 

. 123-  5-59 

150.00 

Poison 

209-12-64 

1,000.00 

Glasgow  . 

. 136-11-60 

1,000.00 

Poplar 

159-  4-62 

1,000.00 

Glasgow  . 

. 246-  5-66 

1,000.00 

Red  Lodge  .... 

129-  9-59 

1,000.00 

Glasgow  . 

. 247-  6-66 

375.00 

Shelby 

141-  1-61 

1,000.00 

Glendive  . 

. 139-12-60 

1,000.00 

Sidney 

215-  4-65 

1,000.00 

Glendive  . 

. 235-11-65 

1,000.00 

Three  Forks  . . . 

115-  9-58 

500.00 

Hamilton  . 

. 161-  6-62 

1,000.00 

Townsend  . . . . 

138-12-60 

1,000.00 

Havre  . . . 

. 134-  7-60(A) 

200.00 

Winifred 

147-9-61 

1,000.00 

Havre  . . . 

. 134-  7-60 

1,000.00 

Wolf  Point .... 

226-  7-65 

1,000.00 

TOTAL 

. . $45,832.42 

-39- 


AIRPORT  IMPROVEMENT  LOAN  PROGRAM 


The  Aeronautics  Commission  is  able  to  loan  money  to  a local  airport  board  for  the  development  of  any  airport 
project.  Under  present  State  law,  a county  may  be  obligated  for  an  indebtedness  not  to  exceed  $10,000  for  a single 
project  without  electorate  approval.  Cities  are  restricted  only  by  their  legal  indebtedness  limitation  law,  therefore 
the  Aeronautics  Commission  may  loan  a city  any  amount  based  on:  the  community’s  ability  to  repay  and  a state- 
ment from  their  attorney  that  the  amount  of  the  loan  does  not  exceed  their  bonded  indebtedness;  the  priority  of 
the  airport  improvement  project;  and  the  monies  available  from  the  Aeronautics  Commission.  Airport  improvement 
loans  are  repayable  annually  at  a 3V2%  interest  rate.  The  length  of  the  loan  is  for  ten  (10)  years  or  less.  The  3Vi% 
interest  rate  was  imposed  by  the  Aeronautics  Commission  on  April  11,1967.  Up  until  that  time  all  airport  improve- 
ment loans  were  interest  free.  Counties  and  cities  are  both  allowed  by  State  statute  to  levy  up  to  two  (2)  mills  for 
airport  purposes  without  electorate  approval.  The  communities  or  counties  involved  may  use  State  funds  along  with 
available  local  funds  for  any  particular  airport  project.  The  majority  of  local/state  projects  are  usually  the  smaller 
tvpe  development;  however,  State  loans  are  used  mostly  for  projects  that  are  eligible  under  the  Federal  Aid  Airport 
Program.  The  loan  can  be  used  as  a sponsor’s  47%  matching  funds  and  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration  will 
grant  approximately  53%  of  the  project  cost  on  any  eligible  and  approved  project.  In  the  past  the  Commission’s 
Airport  Improvement  Loan  has  been  used  by  itself  on  a wide  variety  of  projects  including:  purchasing  snow  plows; 
building  hangars,  administration  buildings  and  new  runways;  repairing  existing  runways  and  the  accomplishment 
of  other  specific  airport  improvements.  (Please  refer  to  the  statistic  section  later  in  this  report  for  specific  locations 
and  amounts.) 


AIRPORT  IMPROVEMENT  LOANS  APPROVED  IN  FY  1968 


Project 

Term 

Current  Loan 

Interest 

Airport 

No. 

Years 

Approved 

Rate 

Big  Timber 

....  261-  8-67 

10  yrs. 

$ 28,385.70 

3.5% 

Butte 

....  267-  9-67 

10  yrs. 

8,385.70 

3.5% 

Butte 

....  275-  1-68 

10  yrs. 

7,000.00 

3.5% 

Butte 

....  277-  3-68 

10  yrs. 

8,385.70 

3.5% 

Dillon 

....  262-  9-67 

10  yrs. 

5,000.00 

3.5% 

Laurel 

....  279-  6-68 

10  yrs. 

11,000.00 

3.5% 

Livingston 

....  263-  9-67 

10  yrs. 

18,000.00 

3.5% 

Sidney 

....  266-  9-67 

10  yrs. 

100,000.00 

3.5% 

TOTAL 

. . . . $186,157.10 

AIRPORT  IMPROVEMENT  LOANS  DISBURSED  IN  FY  1968: 


Airport 

Description 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Billings 

Rebuild  Runway 

. . 259-  6-67 

$100,000 

Butte 

Snow  Plow 

. . 275-  1-68 

7,000 

Chinook 

Administration  Building  . . . 

. . 260-  6-67 

7,000 

Choteau 

Runway  Paving 

. . 184-  3-63 

15,000 

Circle 

Pave  Runway 

. . 223-  6-65 

25,000 

Dillon 

Seal  Runway 

. . 262-  9-67 

5,000 

Glasgow 

Extend  Runway 

. . 246-  5-66 

150,000 

Laurel 

Land  Purchase 

. . 279-  6-68 

11,000 

Libby 

New  Airport 

. . 200-  3-64 

10,000 

Livingston 

Hangar  Construction 

. . 263-  9-67 

18,000 

Sidney 

Land  Purchase 

. . 215-  4-65 

100,000 

Wolf  Point 

Extend  Runway 

. . . 226-  7-65 

60,000 

TOTAL 


$508,000.00 


CURRENT  LOAN  PROGRAM 
(Obligated  Funds) 
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Airport  MAC  Term  Int.  Current  Loans  Dis-  FY68  Loan  Total  Re-  Unpaid  Payments  Delinquent 

Proj.  No.  Yrs.  Rate  Loan  bursed  Prior  Disburse-  paid  as  of  Balance  as  Due  In  as  of 

Approval  to  FY68  ment  6-30-68  of  6-30-68  FY69  6-30-68 
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TOTAL $1,884,056.10  $508,000.00  $390,350.74  $1,364,090.26  $161,979.78  $3,700.00 


LOANS  REPAID  IN  FULL  DURING  FY  1968 


Payment 

Original 

Date  Repaid 

Airport 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Loan 

in  Full 

Butte 

150-11-61 

$2,000.00 

$10,000.00 

9-18-67 

Chester 

202-  5-64 

500.00 

5,000.00 

8-11-67 

Chinook 

162-  7-62 

1,341.83 

10,000.00 

6-28-68 

Columbus  . . . . 

126-  8-59 

700.00 

5,270.00 

1-31-68 

Geraldine 

.....  140-  1-61 

2,000.00 

10,000.00 

9-18-67 

Hardin 

166-  8-62 

1,000.00 

5,000.00 

11-20-67 

Hogeland 

164-  7-62 

571.42 

4,000.00 

6-28-68 

Scobey 

217-  4-65 

2,000.00 

4,000.00 

6-  7-68 

TOTAL . . 

. . $53,270.00 

COMPLETED  LOAN  PROGRAM 
TOTAL  LOANS  REPAID  IN  FULL  AS  OF  6-30-68 


Date  Repaid 


Airport 

Project  No. 

Amount 

in  full 

Billings 

120-  1-59 

$ 49,500.00 

6-11-64 

Bridger 

130-  1-60 

10,000.00 

4-14-65 

Butte 

150-11-61 

10,000.00 

9-18-67 

Chester 

121-  3-59 

10,000.00 

1-27-65 

Chester 

202-  5-64 

5,000.00 

8-11-67 

Chinook 

162-  7-62 

10,000.00 

6-28-68 

Columbus 

126-  8-59 

5,270.00 

1-31-68 

Conrad 

113-  6-58 

9,999.68 

7-17-65 

Deer  Lodge 

142-  4-61 

23,988.00 

5-  2-67 

Dillon 

110-  7-58 

9,999.00 

9-  7-62 

Flathead  County 

131-  1-60 

28,000.00 

7-27-65 

Fort  Benton 

106-  7-58 

10,000.00 

5-  2-66 

Geraldine 

140-  1-61 

10,000.00 

9-18-67 

Glasgow 

123-  5-59 

10,000.00 

6-30-62 

Great  Falls 

135-  9-60 

50,000.00 

1-  7-66 

Great  Falls 

148-  9-61 

50,000.00 

1-10-67 

Hardin 

166-  8-62 

5,000.00 

11-20-67 

Havre 

134-  7-60 

100,000.00 

10-21-66 

Hogeland 

164-  7-62 

4,000.00 

6-28-68 

Laurel 

124-  6-59 

2,000.00 

1-14-64 

Livingston 

143-  4-61 

20,000.00 

12-20-66 

Malta 

112-  7-58 

9,900.00 

6-11-65 

Miles  City 

117-12-58 

9,900.00 

1-18-63 

Miles  City 

149-10-61 

10,000.00 

7-  1-63 

Plentywood 

100-  9-57 

7,195.00 

2-17-66 

Red  Lodge  

129-  9-59 

10,000.00 

1-12-66 

Roundup  

153-  4-62 

4,795.00 

1-10-67 

Scobey 

128-  9-59 

10,000.00 

6-16-66 

Scobey 

217-  4-65 

4,000.00 

6-  7-68 

Townsend 

138-12-60 

5,000.00 

6-20-67 

Winifred 

147-  9-61 

1,500.00 

11-19-63 

TOTAL $505,046.68 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  LOAN  STATUS  SINCE  AIRPORT 
IMPROVEMENT  LOAN  PROGRAM  STARTED  IN  1957 


Total  loans  repaid  in  full  as  of  6-30-68  $ 505,046.68 

Fiscal  Year  1968  loan  disbursement 508,000.00 

Active  Loans  disbursed  prior  to  Fiscal  Year  1968 1,200,899.00 


Total  Airport  Improvement  Loans 

disbursed  as  of  6-30-68 $2,213,945.68 


Future  loans  (approved  by  MAC)  not  disbursed 
as  of  6-30-68,  but  to  be  disbursed  in 

Fiscal  Years  1969  and  1970  $ 175,157.10 


GENERAL  AVIATION  UTILITY  AIRPORTS 


Under  this  program  a minimum,  but  adequately  safe,  airport  facility  is  developed  primarily  for  the  use  of  gener- 
al aviation  in  a location  that  does  not  presently  have  an  airport.  Construction  costs  are  held  to  approximately 
$30,000.  The  airport  consists  of  one  stabilized  turf  runway  with  parking  apron,  a segmented  circle,  windcone,  run- 
way markers,  and  the  property  line  fenced.  The  Aeronautics  Commission  has  a consulting  engineering  firm  retained 
through  the  Department  of  Administration  and  the  Board  of  Examiners  and  also  contracts  for  construction.  The 
sponsor,  who  is  either  a city  or  county,  or  both,  agrees  to  repay  the  State  of  Montana  the  equivalent  of  2-Vz  mills 
based  on  the  local  high  school  district  value  and  not  to  exceed  $10,000  over  a ten  year  period  for  their  share  of 
the  project  cost.  The  balance  of  the  cost  above  the  quarter  mill  per  year  becomes  a grant  on  the  part  of  the  State 
to  the  county  or  municipality  involved  at  the  end  of  the  10-year  repayment  period. 

Due  to  a budgetary  reduction  this  program  is  not  allowing  a full  airport  development  in  some  cases.  The  project 
may  be  divided  into  phases,  which  would  allow  land  acquisition  first  and  later  actual  runway  construction. 

G.A.U.  AIRPORT  STATUS 


Repaid  by 

Total 

Unpaid 

Payments 

MAC 

Total 

County 

County 

Repaid  as 

Balance  as 

Due  in 

Town 

Proj.  No. 

Cost 

Share 

FY  68 

of  6-30-68 

of  6-30-68 

FY  1969 

Augusta  .... 

. 155-  4-62 

$22,083.92 

$ 5,703.90 

$ 570.39 

$2,851.95 

$2,851.95 

$ 570.39 

Boulder 

. 156-  4-62 

18,643.53 

6,052.10 

302.61 

3,026.25 

3,025.85 

605.21 

Broadus .... 

. 182-10-62 

29,176.05 

7,403.64 

740.36 

1,480.72 

5,922.92 

740.36 

Ekalaka  .... 

. 176-10-62 

28,024.07 

10,000.00 

1,000.00 

4,000.00 

6,000.00 

1,000.00 

Hvsham  .... 

. 169-  8-62 

49,777.50 

5,461.63 

546.16 

546.16 

4,915.47 

546.16 

Lavina 

. 177-10-62 

16,457.00 

3,117.43 

311.74 

935.22 

2,182.21 

311.74 

Richey  

.201-  3-64 

22,767.84 

4,286.30 

428.64 

1,714.55 

2,571.75 

428.64 

Ryegate  .... 

. 178-10-62 

22,235.40 

3,561.47 

356.14 

1,068.42 

2,493.05 

356.14 

Seeley  Lake  . 

. 190-  7-63 

24,620.82 

7,049.00 

462.08 

1,848.32 

2,772.50 

462.08 

Stanford.  . . . 

. 231-  8-65 

51,802.30 

5,956.86 

595.69 

595.69 

5,361.17 

595.69 

Whitefish  . . . 

. 169-  8-62 

20,386.72 

7,310.43 

7,310.43 

TOTALS 

$305,975.15 

$65,902.76 

$5,313.81 

$25,377.71 

$38,096.87 

$5,616.41 
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STATUS  OF  CURRENT  GENERAL  AVIATION 
UTILITY  AIRPORT  PROJECTS 


MAC 

Location  Proj.  No.  Status 

Big  Fork 189-  7-63  Location  Needed 

Cascade 265-  - Location  Needed 

Hobson 232-  8-65  In  Property  Study 

Rapelje 179-10-62  Temporarily  Deferred 

Rudyard 234-10-65  In  Property  Study 

Wibaux . 181-10-62  Temporarily  Deferred 

Winnett 220-  5-65  Location  Needed 

Future  Locations0 

Absarokee  Melstone  Nelson  Reservoir 


“Applications  have  not  been  submitted  by  local  sponsors,  but  location  is  used  in  long 
range  planning. 


UNDER  CONSTRUCTION 


Location 

Philipsburg 

Fairview 


Proj.  No.  Status 

242-  5-68  Under  Construction  8/68 

264-  3-68  Land  Acquisition,  Fencing 

and  Obstruction  Removal 
in  CY  1968 

HOSPITAL  HELIPORT  PROGRAM 


In  the  fall  of  1966  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  announced  the  inauguration  of  the  “Hospital  Heli- 
port Program”  in  conjunction  with  the  hospitals  in  Montana  for  the  development  of  emergency  heliports.  Under 
the  program  the  State  Department  will  design,  develop,  construct,  and  mark  permanent  hospital  heliports  on  suita- 
ble hospital  land  or  roof  tops  provided  by  the  hospital  administration. 


(Shown  to  the  left) 

Aerial  view  of  Kalispell 
General  Hospital’s  Heliport. 

This  Heliport  was  dedicated 
on  June  22,  1968. 
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Hospital  administrators  desirous  of  establishing  emergency  ambulance  heliports  in  connection  with  their  facility, 
may  apply  to  the  Aeronautics  Commission  stating  their  needs  and  desires  in  this  respect.  The  commission’s  Airport 
Division  will  then  make  the  appropriate  feasibility  studies  at  the  specific  hospital  locations  and  proceed  with  design, 
construction,  and  marking  of  the  heliport. 

The  State  share  of  this  program  is  limited  to  the  hospital  heliport  itself  and  any  building  modification  for  the 
purpose  of  roof  access  to  a roof  top  heliport  would  have  to  be  borne  by  the  hospital  administration. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1968  three  hospital  heliports  were  constructed  which  were  designed  by  the  Aeronautics 
Commission  and  financed  exclusively  by  Commission  funds.  They  are  located  at  Kalispell  General  Hospital,  Galen 
State  Hospital  and  the  State  Prison  Farm  at  Deer  Lodge. 

A fourth  hospital  heliport,  designed  by  the  Aeronautics  Commission  was  constructed  at  the  Cut  Bank  Memorial 
Hospital,  using  City  and  County  equipment,  labor  and  funds.  Construction  supervision  was  provided  by  the  Com- 
mission’s engineers. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  completed  for  a heliport  to  be  built  in  conjunction  with  the  planned  new  con- 
struction of  the  North  Flathead  Valley  Community  Hospital  at  Whitefish. 

In  addition,  two  hospital  heliports  located  at  the  Swan  Lake  Youth  Forest  Camp  and  the  new  Missoula  Commu- 
nity Hospital,  were  in  the  engineering  stage  at  the  close  of  fiscal  year  1968. 

Life  saving,  time  saving,  air  transportation  has  been  forcefully  identified  with  our  aerospace  age.  Therefore,  the 
Commission  felt  that  this  new  aeronautical  program  of  hospital  heliports  would  be  of  tremendous  value  to  the 
public  and  particularly  vital  in  the  high  accident  recreation  and  industrial  areas  of  Montana. 

SURPLUS  PROPERTY 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  acts  as  a screening  agent  between  the  United  States  Air  Force  and  public 
airports  in  Montana.  The  office  receives  catalogs  of  equipment  declared  surplus  by  the  Federal  Government.  The 
Aeronautics  Commission  makes  application  for  suitable  property  on  behalf  of  local  airport  boards.  Surplus  property 
has  been  acquired  for  State  airway  beacons  and  state-owned  airports. 

AIRPORT  MANAGEMENT  SCHOOL 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  assists  the  Montana  Airport  Management  Association  every  year  with 
a one-day  seminar.  This  seminar  is  conducted  each  spring  and  the  main  purpose  is  to  assist  airport  boards  and  air- 
port managers  in  up-dating  their  knowledge  of  new  airport  regulations  and  new  methods  in  airport  maintenance, 
construction,  and  State  and  Federal  airport  financing  policies. 

ENGINEERING  SERVICES 

Whenever  a local  airport  board  has  a particular  major  construction  project  to  accomplish,  they  will  retain  a 
registered  Montana  consulting  engineer  to  render  the  engineering  services  desired.  Whenever  the  Aeronautics 
Commission  is  in  need  of  a consulting  engineering  firm  to  conduct  a major  engineering  project  on  a state  airport, 
the  consulting  engineer  is  retained  on  behalf  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  by  the  State  Board  of  Exa- 
miners and  Department  of  Administration. 

Occasionally,  a local  airport  board,  or  town  or  county,  will  want  to  accomplish  an  airport  improvement  project 
through  the  use  of  volunteer  men  and  equipment.  These  projects  are  generally  quite  small  and  because  they  are 
volunteer  projects,  they  usually  do  not  have  funds  available  for  engineering  services,  therefore,  in  this  case,  the 
Aeronautics  Commission  will  render  engineering  services  by  our  Airport  Division  engineers  at  the  request  of  the 
local  sponsor. 

Any  private  airport  owner  whose  airport  is  open  to  the  public  is  eligible  for  technical  assistance  from  the  Aero- 
nautics Commission.  Special  technical  airport  engineering  assistance  has  been  given  to  privately  owned  and  public 
airports  at  most  of  Montana’s  124  public  airports. 
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STATE  AIRPORT  OPERATIONS 

PROGRAM 


STATE  AIRPORTS 
YELLOWSTONE  AIRPORT 
AIRPORT  SERVICES 
AIRMARKING 
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STATE  AIRPORTS 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  the  statutory  authority  and  responsibility  to  construct  and  maintain 
state-owned  airports.  These  normally  are  confined  to  strategic  locations  due  to:  An  aviation  traffic  need;  adjacent 
to  recreational  areas;  an  emergency  value  due  to  a critical  location  on  a high  use  VFR  flight  route;  a location  of 
convenience  and  necessity  lending  accessibility  to  the  area. 

These  projects  may  be  completed  solely  on  a state  basis  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Federal  Aviation  Adminis- 
tration under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program,  or  in  conjunction  with  another  department  of  the  United  States 
Government,  or  a local  airport  board,  or  other  government  bodies.  All  engineering,  construction,  contracting,  in- 
spection, ownership  and  costs  and  administration  are  under  jurisdiction  of  the  Aeronautics  Commission. 

This  state  airport  program  was  implemented  in  1957  and  since  that  time,  14  projects  have  been  initiated: 


Babb 

Dell 

Dillon  (Beaverhead  County  Airport 
Administration  Building) 
Polebridge 

Rock  Creek  State  Airport 
Ross  International  (Sweetgrass  Border 
Crossing) 

Tiber  Dam 


White  Sulphur  Springs0 
Browning  (Starr  School) 

Canyon  Ferry  (Reservoir  West  Shore) 

East  Poplar  (Border  Crossing  Airstrip) 
OxBow  (Wolf  Creek) 

Lincoln 

Yellowstone  Airport 


"Turned  over  to  the  City  and  Meagher  County  in  FY  1967. 


Future  possibilities  for  state  airports  could  be  the  locations  of:  East  Glacier,  Yellowtail,  Noxon,  Roosville,  Por- 
cupine Creek,  Haugan. 

SCHEDULED  AIR  CARRIER  TRAFFIC 
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YELLOWSTONE  AIRPORT 

The  Yellowstone  Airport  project  was  financed  with  funds  from  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration  and  the 
National  Park  Service.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  acted  as  sponsor  of  the  project  and  is  the  adminis- 
trator of  the  airport. 

The  total  cost  of  the  airport  was  $1,282,690.44  and  consists  of  a paved  runway  8,400  feet  in  length,  150  feet  in 
width  with  a paved  parallel  taxi  way  and  a complete  medium  intensity  lighting  system. 

An  apron  extension  project  was  completed  in  the  calendar  year  1968.  The  250  feet  by  500  feet  extension  makes 
the  total  paved  apron  area  available,  250  feet  by  1800  feet.  The  terminal  building  houses  a restaurant,  offices  for  a 
flight  operator,  rent-a-car  companies,  two  airlines  and  a gift  shop. 

The  airport  is  serviced  by  two  major  airline  companies,  Western  Airlines  (service  inaugurated  in  1965)  and 
Frontier  Airlines  (service  inaugurated  in  1967). 


YELLOWSTONE  OPERATIONS 

1968  SEASON 


Field  Opened  5-15-68 


Scheduled  Service  6-1-68 


Field  Closed  10-7-68 


RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  FOUR  SEASONS  OF  OPERATION 
AT  YELLOWSTONE  AIRPORT 


TERMINAL  AREA 


1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Available  for  Rent,  (Sq.  Ft.) 

4,429 

4,429 

4,429 

4,429 

Rented  (Sq.  Ft.) 

3,662 

3,762 

4,405 

4,429 

Gross  Rentals 

$21,874 

Q 6 O 0 * 

$24,060 

$33,563 

$30,624 

OPERATIONS 

Scheduled  landings 

263 

356 

690 

1,108 

Total  scheduled  operations 

526 

712 

1,364 

2,216 

Unscheduled  operations 

2,691 

3,968 

4,280 

5,132 

TOTAL  OPERATIONS 

3,217 

* tt  o * O * 

4,680 

5,644 

7,348 

TRAFFIC 

Passenger  O&D,  (pass.) 

8,953 

9,474 

14,344 

14,975 

Mail,  (lbs.) : . : 

.......  3,581 

4,552 

6,278 

4,799 

Express,  (lbs.) 

454 

675 

2,081 

1,563 

Freight,  (lbs.) 

7,208 

7,108 

24,832 

23,449 

FUEL  SALES,  (gals.) 

33,274 

45,734 

60,406 

58,103 

AIRPORT  FEES,  Tie  Downs  & Landings  . 

$ 1,135 

$ 1,691 

$ 1,312 

$ 1,525 

BUS  PASSENGERS,  (pass.) 

1,305 

1,130 

1,568 

1,722 

GROSS  BUSINESS 

$70,150 

$67,275 

$81,046 

$84,283 

(Non  Air  Carrier) 


-49 


AIRPORT  SERVICES 

WIND-CONE  STANDARDS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  supplies  prefabricated  wind-cone  standards  to  public  airports  upon  re- 
quest. These  standards  are  erected  free  of  charge  by  the  Aeronautics  Commission  on  any  approved  public  use  air- 
port that  does  not  have  a wind-cone  standard.  Private  use  airports  can  purchase  a complete  standard,  installed,  for 
$150.00. 

In  1968  wind-cone  standards  were  erected  at  the  following  locations: 

Bell  Creek  Fort  Harrison  Fairview  Willow  Creek  Border 

Previously  installed  wind-cone  standards  are  located  at: 


Anaconda 

Evaro 

Martinsdale 

Spotted  Bear  (2) 

Ashland 

Fairfield 

Meadow  Creek(2) 

Stanford 

Augusta 

Flying  “D”  Ranch  (2) 

Moose  City 

Sweetgrass 

Babb  (2) 

Fortine  (2) 

Morgan  Border 

Three  Forks 

Benchmark  (2) 

Gardiner 

N Bar  Ranch 

Tiber  Dam 

Boulder 

Harlem 

Mt.  Haggin 

Turner 

Bozeman  Airstrip 

Harlowton 

9 Quarter  Circle 

West  Poplar 

Broadus 

Helena 

OxBow 

Whitefish 

Browning 

Hinsdale 

Polebridge 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

Canyon  Ferry 

Hogeland 

Richey 

Wilsall 

Chinook 

Hysham 

Ridge 

Wisdom 

Drummond 

Jackson 

Rock  Creek 

East  Poplar 

Lavina 

Ryegate 

Ekalaka 

Lincoln 

Schaefer  (2) 

Eureka 

Livingston 

Seeley  Lake  (2) 

The  construction  in  1968  brings  the  total  units  now  installed  to  66. 


PILOT  REGISTRATION  DESKS 

The  State  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Montana  Pilots’  Association  made  a suggestion  to  the  Aeronautics  Commis- 
sion which  was  implemented  in  1965.  The  Pilots’  Association  suggested  that  the  Aeronautics  Commission  provide 
a very  simple  self-supported  pilot  registration  desk  on  every  public  airport  in  Montana  that  does  not  have  a full- 
time attendant.  The  purpose  of  these  registration  desks  is  to  have  a record  of  the  aircraft  and  number  of  people 
that  are  using  public  airports  throughout  the  State.  This  information  can  become  valuable  when  a city  or  county 
commission  is  deciding  whether  or  not  a suggested  project  on  the  airport  would  be  justified  through  usage. 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  contracted  with  the  State  Parks  Division  to  construct  50  of  these  emits.  The  cost 
was  $28.00  each.  The  airmarking  and  airport  maintenance  summer  crews  installed  the  pilot  registration  desks. 

AIRPORT  NAME  STONE  MARKERS 

The  summer  airport  maintenance  crew  has  placed  stone  markers  on  state-constructed,  remotely  located  air- 
strips. The  stone  markers  indicate  the  name  of  the  airport,  along  with  the  field  elevation.  Using  stones  approxi- 
mately 8 to  16  inches  in  size,  the  name  letters  are  10  feet  high,  painted  bright  yellow,  and  show  up  vividly  from 
the  air. 


FIBERGLASS  CONE  RUNWAY  MARKERS 

The  Airport  Division  of  the  Aeronautics  Commission  designed  a new  cone  runway  marker  for  use  on  the  general 
utility  airports.  In  the  past,  the  Commission  had  used  gravel  and/or  concrete  flush-type  runway  edge  markers.  The 
flush  markers  were  quite  expensive,  required  a great  deal  of  maintenance  and  were  not  visible  during  snow  condi- 
tions. The  new  cone  marker,  fabricated  by  the  Linton  Corporation  of  Sidney,  Montana,  is  made  of  fiberglass. 

The  cost  of  the  cone  marker  is  approximately  $8.50  while  the  concrete  markers  were  as  high  as  $40.00  and 
in  isolated  locations  the  cost  was  even  greater. 


-50- 


An  average  of  40  cone  markers  are  used  to  mark  each  runway  and  16  markers  are  used  on  the  segmented  circle 
around  the  wind  cone.  They  are  placed  along  the  edge  of  the  runway,  approximately  every  200  feet,  and  are  secured 
by  using  four  bridge  spikes. 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  has  determined  that  white  appears  to  be  the  best  color  for  the  highest  visibility 
on  most  airports,  however,  the  runway  marker  can  be  obtained  in  any  color  from  the  Linton  Corporation.  Each 
marker  has  a black  cap  to  allow  greater  visibility  during  snow  conditions.  Orange  markers  are  used  on  the  runway 
thresholds  and  white  for  the  edges. 

The  airmarking  and  airport  maintenance  summer  work  crew  installed  the  new  fiberglass  runway  markers  at  the 
following  airports  in  1968: 


Augusta 

Boulder 

Bozeman  Airstrip 

Hysham 

Lavina 


Ryegate 
Seeley  Lake 
Whitefish 

Willow  Creek  (Border  Crossing) 
Wilsall 


Previously  installed  markers 
Benchmark  ° 

Canyon  Ferry 
Drummond 

Elliot  Field  (Rock  Creek) 

Evaro 

Fairfield 


are  located  at: 

Lincoln 
OxBow 
Polebridge 
Sweetgrass 
Tiber  Dam 

White  Sulphur  Springs 


"Only  segmented  circle  marked. 


These  airports  are  state-owned  and  it  has  been  noted  that  some  flying  farmers  are  now  purchasing  this  runway 
marker  to  mark  their  personal  strips,  and  several  airport  boards  are  using  this  marker  to  delineate  their  runways. 


AIRPORT  TELEPHONES 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  is  continually  striving  to  impress  upon  local  airport  boards  the  need  of  a pay 
telephone  on  every  public  airport  in  Montana.  A pay  telephone  is  most  necessary  due  to  the  distance  from  town 
to  some  airports,  and  many  airports  in  Montana  are  not  attended. 


AIRMARKING  PROGRAM 


Montana  has  230  roof  tops  airmarked  throughout  the  State.  These  airmarkers  are  placed  in  nearly  every  smaller 
town  and  many  of  the  larger  ranches  in  Eastern  Montana  are  airmarked  due  to  the  vast  distance  to  the  next  city. 
The  higher  mountainous  areas  throughout  Western  Montana  are  airmarked  through  a series  of  identification 
numbers  on  Forest  Service  look-out  towers.  There  are  97  look-out  towers  airmarked. 

The  complete  airmarker  indicates  the  following  to  a pilot: 

The  name  of  the  location  he  is  flying  over; 

The  direction  and  distance  to  the  nearest  airport; 

The  latitude  and  longitude  of  his  present  location; 
and  a North  arrow. 

Very  few  new  airmarkers  are  established  each  year;  however,  the  program  continues  to  maintain  and  repair 
the  existing  markers  and  paint  new  ones  where  justified.  The  cost  of  painting  an  airmarker  has  been  averaged  out 
at  approximately  $27.50  each,  which  amount  includes  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  summer  airmarking  crew,  the 
paint  thinner,  miscellaneous  hand  tools,  and  vehicle  expense. 
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NAVIGATIONAL  AID  PROGRAM 


STATE  NAV  AIDS 
HAVRE  OMNIRANGE 
AIRWAY  BEACONS 
AIRPORT  BEACONS 
UNICOM  PROGRAM 
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STATE  NAVIGATION  AIDS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  developed  a program  within  the  Airport  Division  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  instrument  and  visual  navigational  aids  in  locations  that  are  not  covered  by  the  Federal  system.  Eastern 
Montana  and  the  Highline  area  seriously  need  facilities  to  make  cross-country  navigation  easier,  more  accurate, 
and  safer.  The  first  state  owned  non-directional,  low  frequency,  homer  beacon  was  installed  on  the  Shelby  Airport 
and  commissioned  for  service  October  18,  1966.  This  H-marker  facility  has  since  been  approved  as  an  Instrument 
Flight  Rules  Aid  and  the  voice  facility  is  remoted  into  the  Cut  Bank  FAA  Flight  Service  Station. 

Fiscal  year  1968  saw  the  completion  of  nondirectional  radio  beacon  installations  on  the  municipal  airports  of 
Malta,  Plentywood  and  Jordan.  The  average  cost  of  each  of  these  installations  was  $4,434. 

MONTANA  S NAVIGATIONAL  AIDS  SYSTEM 


By  the  end  of  fiscal  year  1968,  planning  was  in  the  advanced  stages  for  additional  nondirectional  radio  beacons 
for  the  municipal  airports  at  Broadus  and  Roundup.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  installations  will  be  complete  by 
the  end  of  calendar  year  1968.  Additionally,  definite  plans  are  under  way  for  the  installation  of  radio  beacons  on 
the  airports  at  Libby,  West  Yellowstone  and  Glasgow.  Completion  target  date  for  these  three  stations  is  the  end 
of  fiscal  year  1969. 

HAVRE  OMNIRANGE 

The  State-owned  and  operated  VHF  omnirange  at  the  Havre  City-County  Airport  was  placed  into  operation 
during  fiscal  year  1968.  This  station  utilizes  200  watt  single  configuration  Wilcox  485B.  equipment  incorporating 
space  age,  solid  state  electronics.  Total  cost  of  this  installation  is  $46,967  with  operating  costs  totaling  $5,959.  per 

year. 
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BEACON  RELOCATION  PROGRAM 


AIRWAY  BEACONS 


The  Federal  Aviation  Administration  continues  to  operate  eight  airway  beacons  in  the  western  part  of  the  State 
and  has  abandoned  29  airway  beacons  in  Montana.  The  Aeronautics  Commission  obtained  the  abandoned  beacons, 
sixteen  of  which  went  to  various  airports  and  twelve  were  retained  as  airway  beacons  in  their  specific  locations 
for  continued  use  as  navigational  aids  for  night  VFR  flying. 


The  12  mountain  top  airway  beacons  retained  are  located  at: 


Alberton 
Avon 
Bonita 
Boulder  Hill 


Canyon  Resort 
Hardy 

Spokane  Hill 
St.  Regis 


Stony  Point 
Strawberry 
Whitetail 
Wolf  Creek 


MONTANA  AIRWAY  BEACON  SYSTEM 


| St.  Regis 
AlbeVton® 

• Sherman  Gulch 

Univers  ty  Mtn. •Bonita 

■ Avon 

m • 

McDonald  Pass 

Silver  Bow  • | 

Homestake  Pass  • 


■ Hardy 
■ Wolf  Creek 

• Stony  Point 

■ Spokane  Hill 

• Montana  City 
I Boulder  Hill 
Whitetail 

• Strawberry 


Bozeman  Hill  • ^ D _ 

w • Bozeman  Pass 


MONTANA  AIRWAY  BEACON 
SYSTEM 


• Federally  (FAA ) Operated 

• State  (MAC)  Operated 


AIRPORT  BEACONS 


The  Aeronautics  Commission,  upon  request  by  the  local  airport  board  will  provide  an  airport  beacon,  free  of 
charge,  to  any  public  airport  installing  a complete  lighting  system. 

At  the  close  of  1968,  Montana  had  70  public  airports  with  rotating  beacons. 


Anaconda 
Ashland 
Augusta 
Big  Sandy 
Big  Timber 
Billings 
Bozeman 
Bridger 


Cut  Bank 

Deer  Lodge 

Dell 

Dillon 

Drummond 

Dutton 

Eureka 

Flathead  County 


Harlowton 
Havre 
Helena 
Hot  Springs 
Jordan 

Kalispell  City 

Laurel 

Lewistown 


Red  Lodge 

Ronan 

Roundup 

Ryegate 

Scobey 

Seeley  Lake 

Shelby 

Sidney 
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Broadus 

Forsyth 

Lincoln 

Stanford 

Butte 

Fort  Benton 

Livingston 

Superior 

Chester 

Geraldine 

Malta 

Thompson  Falls 

Chinook 

Glasgow 

Miles  City 

Three  Forks 

Choteau 

Glendive 

Missoula 

Townsend 

Circle 

Great  Falls 

Opheim 

Valier 

Columbus 

Hamilton 

Plains 

West  Yellowstone 

Conrad 

Hardin 

Plentywood 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

Culbertson 

Harlem 

Poison 

Winifred 

Poplar 

Wolf  Point 

MONTANA  AIRPORT  BEACON  SYSTEM 


MONTANA  UNICOM  PROGRAM 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Aeronautics  Commission  to  sponsor  and  develop  aviation  within  the  State  and  to 
promote  safety  as  regards  aviation,  public  interest  and  benefit  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  can  provide  suitable  VHF  Unicom  transceiver  radio  units  for  civil  defense  training 
and  air-ground  communications  where  there  is  a recognized  need  for  this  service  on  Montana  airports  and  heli- 
ports. 

“Unicom”  is  known  as  a private  pilots’  frequency.  It  is  not  to  be  used  for  air  traffic  control  but  it  is  intended 
to  provide  advisory  service  concerning  condition  of  the  runways,  fuel  and  service  available,  wind  conditions,  avai- 
lability of  weather  information,  transportation,  search  and  rescue  and  any  other  data  required  for  safe  and  expedi- 
tious operation  of  aircraft. 

The  local  or  county  airport  commission;  fixed  base  operator  or  local  business  provides  one  half  the  cost  of  ac- 
quisition of  the  radio  and  accessories  and  agrees  to  reimburse  the  Aeronautics  Commission  for  one-half  the  cost 
of  all  parts  and  labor  for  any  maintenance. 

The  Aeronautics  Commission  installs,  licenses,  and  accomplishes  necessary  repairs  or  modifications. 
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UNICOM  STATIONS  OPERATING  ON  A PRIMARY  FREQUENCY  OF  122.8  me 

Aeronautical  Advisory  Stations  (Unicom)  located  on  airports  not  served  by  a control  tower  or  FAA 
flight  service  station. 


Anaconda 

Culbertson 

Glasgow 

Libby 

Sweetgrass 

Ashland 

Dell 

Glendive 

Malta 

Townsend 

Babb 

East  Poplar 

Hamilton 

Plentywood 

Valier 

Boulder 

Ethridge 

Hardin  (Private) 

Poison 

West  Poplar 

Chinook 

Fort  Benton 

Havre 

Poplar 

West  Yellowstone 

Choteau 

Gallatin  Gateway 

Havre  (Sands 

Red  Lodge 

Wolf  Point 

Columbus 

(Nine  Quarter 

Ranch  Private) 

Roundup 

Condon 

Circle  Ranch) 

Kalispell-FCA 

Shelby 

Conrad 

Geraldine 

Kalispell  City 

Sidney 

UNICOM  STATIONS  OPERATING  ON  A PRIMARY  FREQUENCY  OF  123.0  me 

Aeronautical  Advisory  Stations  located  on  an  airport  that  is  served  by  a control  tower  or  FAA 
flight  service  station. 

Billings  (Private)  Butte  Great  Falls  (Private)  Missoula 

Bozeman  Helena  Lewistown 


UNICOM  STATIONS  OPERATING  ON  A PRIMARY  FREQUENCY  OF  123.05  me 
AND  A SECONDARY  FREQUENCY  OF  122.8  me 

Aeronautical  Advisory  Stations  serving  landing  areas  designated  as  heliports. 


Big  Timber 
Bridger 
Browning 
Chester 


Fairfield 

Forsyth 

Gardiner 

Harlowton 


Jackson 

Jordan 

Laurel 

Scobey 


West  Yellowstone  — Ranger  Station  — Winter  Operation 
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